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Local People. Local Stories.

Two wheels,
Two wheels,endless thrills

endless thrills

An incredible fun filled week-end for Manitoba Dirt Rid-ers Inc (MDR) was staged 

for the second time at the Rivers Dirt Rodeo Race Trail. Hundreds 

of people came out to ride, to race, to watch or to volunteer for 

this weekend of outdoor adrenaline infused excitement. 

Saturday, August 31 was all about the fun races. Sunday, Sep-

tember 1 was time to score points in your race class. 
read more about the winners on page 7.....

By Jessica CoulterRivers Banner

Recent instructor for the Rivers MX students, Keeson Smith, rides in the final race at the Rivers Dirt Rodeo track on Sunday 

September 1. 

Two wheels,
Two wheels,endless thrills

endless thrills
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Homemade Food made from scratch
THE BLANCHARD

German - Bavarian Cuisine

OAK RIVER,  MB ~ 204-566-2131

HoTEL, LouNgE, AND REsTAuRANT

Start: Sun,  Oct 6,  2024

Buffet from 4pm-8pm

Fraenkische 
Stuben

Fraenkische 
Stuben

Wed-Sat: 10:30am-10pm

Sun: 4pm-9pm 

Happy Hour Wed-

Fri 5pm-7pm

A beautiful end of summer day was the perfect backdrop 

for the Rivers and District Chamber of Commerce 

to host their Thank-you BBQ for the community on 

Saturday, September 14. The clouds were light and fluffy, 

the sky was a bright blue, and the sun was keeping everyone 

warm in the parking lot at the Rivers Legion. 

Approximately 250 people were served delicious hot-

dogs, chips and drinks cooked on the BBQ on site by Dave 

Falkevitch. All supplies for the BBQ were purchased by the 

Chamber of Commerce to thank the community for sup-

porting local businesses. Residents enjoyed the BBQ while 

visiting with each other and stopping by local organizations 

that had tables set-up during the event. 

“It was great to see so many community members come out 

and enjoy the first annual Chamber thank you BBQ,” says 

Shawn Mason, Rivers and District Chamber of Commerce 

President!

read more about the BBQ on page 15...

Chamber of Commerce host 

Chamber of Commerce host 

free BBQ in Rivers
free BBQ in Rivers

Hotdogs are cooking, friends are gathering and a community is enjoying a wonderful day at the Rivers Legion parking lot.

Chamber of Commerce host 

Chamber of Commerce host 

free BBQ in Rivers
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Local People. Local Stories.

Another fantastic fundraiser was held by the Riverdale Early Learning Centre to help raise money for the new Rivers Daycare. 72 golfers came out to play in this tournament forming eighteen teams. The Riverdale Early Learning Centre are determined to get the new daycare for Rivers. It is wonderful to see all the great events these volunteers are putting together to help the community get the new daycare. It is really going to help Rivers grow as a family friendly place to be.Volunteers Dee Woods, Krista Mclaughlin, Marlon Shaw, and Gabriela McFadden set everything up for this event and gathered the prizes and sponsors. 

An appetizing Roast Beef Dinner was served for all that attended. 
The Riverdale Early Learning Centre would like to thank their sponsors: 
Gold Sponsors - G5 Farms, Stewart Endeavours, Shaw Family. 
Silver Sponsors - Daly Repair, Nutrien, H25 Construc-tion, RD Brown Farms, Redline Transport, Way-Mor Agencies. 
Bronze Sponsors - Westoba, Felicia Mackay, IROBA, Home Hardware, Nora & Keely Stone, Rivers Super Thrifty.
Winners with the best game played was Brady Paddock, Brock Paddock, Riley Lamb, and Josh Burdett.

L-R Holly Brown, Andrea Gerrard, Kristen Kuculym and Brooklyn Hedley Brown. They took it upon themselves to dress up 
as a team and were given an extra prize for looking so snazzy.

Riverdale Early Learning 
Centre Golf Tournament

Fundraising for the new Fundraising for the new Rivers DaycareRivers Daycare
Fundraising for the new Fundraising for the new Rivers DaycareRivers Daycare
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Rivers Road Rally

Rivers Legion fundraiser car show

O
n Saturday, August 10, the Rivers Legion hosted 

their annual Road Rally car show fundraiser, and 

everyone was welcome with free admission for all. 

The day kicked off at 11am with cars and trucks arriv-

ing to take over the street in front of the Royal Canadian 

Legion No 75 on second street in Rivers. The attendants 

of the car show had the opportunity to pick their favourite 

car in the People’s Choice Award that was tallied later in 

the day. The winner was Les Madden of Minnedosa with 

his purple Road Runner.

The beer gardens were opened and the BBQs were fired 

up to serve the crowds burgers and hot dogs in the Legion 

parking lot. 

A few booths came out for the trade show. Yard games 

were available to add to the fun of the day. People had 

the opportunity to enjoy Yardzee, an oversized version of 

Yahtzee, cornhole toss and Ladderball. There was a large 

selection of prizes to be won in the silent auction. Winner of 

the 50/50, taking home $280, was Ross Lindberg of Rivers. 

There was a Poker Chip game as well. Three prizes were 

handed out.  First place with a total of 210 points was Al 

Pitzel taking home $90. Second place with a total of 196 

points was Megan Lelonde taking home $50. Third place 

with a total of 178 points was Krystal Huston taking home 

$35.
The ever-popular New Highway 25 Repaved band played 

until 9pm and everyone had an amazing time. 

Cars and trucks lined the street on both sides for a chance to win the People’s Choice Award at the Rivers Road Rally on 

August 10.
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Local People. Local Stories.

On a warm fall afternoon, at Oak Lake’s Harvest Festival the largest crowd 

in the event’s three-year history visited one attraction after 

another on Saturday, Sept. 7. The town’s agricultural grounds 

offered plenty of room for everything and everyone including 

the always popular hay ride that stopped in at regular intervals.

Rachelle Stannage, the RM of Sifton’s recreation and eco-

nomic development director organized this fun filled day. She 

noted, “800 people came through the gate.”
Favourite attractions returned but some things were new. 

“Each year we try to do something different, and add on to it 

each year.” 
Trick riders and juggling, new items, were a big hit. The 

bouncy castles were different. A farmers’ market, car show, lawn 

tractor pull, evening bingo and live music, as well as the Jasper 

Family’s team on the hay rack are repeats of favourite features. 

And what’s a festival without food vendors such as Beaver Tails?

Straight Up Country, a band with Virden talent, entertained 

in the evening.Economically, Stannage said the festival did well, adding, “It 

was a good fundraising opportunity for the groups that help.” 

Oak Lake Golf Course operated the beer garden, Oak Lake 

Care Centre ran the bingo and earned some money to help buy 

furniture for the new daycare, the food canteen was operated 

by Oak Lake Lions Club.Dirty Word Custom sponsored the lawn tractor pull and 

the car show, which included gleaming semi truck tractors, 

motorcycles, a wide variety of antique classics and barn finds 

and some more recent special vehicles.

Truco Trick Riders are “a team of fearless talented r i d e r s ”  f r o m Saskatchewan, enter t ain the crowd wi th a heart stopping show.

L lama s  an d goat s could be seen at the petting zoo.

Ken and Emily Jasper’s colourful cooperative team provided 

hayrides throughout the afternoon.

Submitted
By Donna Morken
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Beautiful Ukrainian Heritage 
Beautiful Ukrainian Heritage 

MuralMural

The Train Station Committee received a grant last year 

to work on two heritage murals. One will be completed 

this year and another one next year.

The one this year is a nod to the Ukrainian settlers 

who came here and built the building as well as settling 

in the area. The artists are Mary and Erica Lowe from 

Harding. 
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Virden 50
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The Rivers Banner & is available at the many locations listed on this page. Please pick up a paper and thanks for reading!
You can call us at 204-328-7494 ~ email us at info@riversbanner.com ~ visit our website at www.riversbanner.com
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These giant Canna lilies at the junction of King Street and Thomas Drive thrive in heat and will last until frost.  Their foliage 

adds a tropical touch to a busy intersection in Virden and provides contrast with the white petunias, and the marigolds.

By Anne Davison
Empire Advance
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Virden Indoor Rodeo andwild west days wrap-up

Once again, Virden Indoor Rodeo (VIR) has put on an amazing live show for southwestern Manitoba families to enjoy. The rodeo has broad and deep roots with cowboy and cowgirl talent thriving in this corner of Manitoba. In turn this rodeo has drawn top competitors from among the Canadian Cowboys Association.From Friday night, Aug. 15 through Shootout Sunday the audience was treated to three evenings of rodeo events, run in a professional way. VIR brings entertainment for spectators and a well-organized competition for the cowboys and cowgirls. It’s no wonder it has been voted Rodeo of the Year by the CCA many times in two decades and now for a second year in a row.
Western Committee Chair-person Lonnie Brown said, “We were very pleased that the mem-bership of the CCA voted for our event as rodeo of the year for a second year in a row. The fact that they selected Virden over many other fantastic rodeos throughout the year means all the efforts and attention to small details that our committee and volunteers put forth doesn’t go unnoticed.”

At the Friday night VIP banquet where sponsors are recognized Doug Young, the voice of the arena’s rodeo action, explained the signifi-cance of this Rodeo of the Year award: “You know, there’s 60 rodeos in the Canadian Cowboys Associa-tion at least each year, from British Columbia to Manitoba. And every one of those 60 committees want to put on the best rodeo that they can. You have a one in 60 shot at becoming Rodeo of the Year and probably a whole lot more rare to be Rodeo of the Year two years in a row, because it’s people who go to a lot of rodeos that do the voting on that.”Co-chair of sponsorship Steve Dryden also spoke to sponsors 

saying, “2023 was well received by fans and contestants. This accolade was due, in large part, to your continued support. As a committee we do strive to improve our event, but without your support, that can’t be done.”

read more about the rodeo competitors on page 7...

Virden Indoor Rodeo voted Rodeo of the Year
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Empire-AdvanceSmell the ripe grain! Near Eternal Springs east of Virden several grain fields are cut. Here the John Deere combine gobbles 

up the wheat – a purely Prairie sight.
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There’s excitement in an atmosphere filled with the dust of harvest and the roar of combines, the whir of their chaff spreaders 

and the growl of tractors hauling gigantic grain carts out to take wheat ‘on the go’.

As drivers, many with excited passengers, climb up into 

the combine cabs there’s a sense of organized urgency 

to finally harvest this field of standing wheat. There’s 

a lot riding on this day - Wednesday, Aug. 28.
It’s a sunny afternoon in the Kola farm district after 

all, but Don Neufeld, the farmer who organized a team 

that included 13 combines, six highway grain haulers and 

four grain carts had his doubts in the morning with dense 

fog and rain in the forecast. However, he’d postponed 

this day once already. It was go time.read more about the Kola Harvest on page 9...

By Anne DavisonEmpire-Advance
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Virden Aud Theatre is 

not exactly naked, but 

stripped of its rows of 

seating and carpet runners, the Aud certainly looked 

… odd … to say the least. It’s under renovations that 

will provide new comfort for Aud Theatre goers.

As of early July, the original seats were removed from 

the main floor and from the front balcony. 

The royal red carpet (which matches the seat cushions 

and curtains of the loge) was rolled up and put away. 

It’s in good condition and Chair of the Aud Theatre 

Board, Jean Anne Overand, said the carpet could pos-

sibly be reused.
The goal of this summer’s renovation is to provide 

sturdy and slightly larger seating while retaining the 

early 20th Century period appearance to satisfy the 

Heritage Manitoba requirements. 

Overand says, “Top Stitch Upholstery in Winnipeg 

is restoring and retro-fitting the seats.”

The floor and sound booth, are being renovated at 

this time as well.

TL Penner Construction, the general contractor for 

the theatre’s upgrades, had staff sanding the floor, re-

moving old glue, fixing holes and blemishes in the fir 

flooring and prepping it for a finishing coat of paint. 

The dust from sanding was being captured and sent 

through an air scrubber to be exhausted outside.

An original plan for the floor included an application 

of epoxy coating, but experts in that field felt it wasn’t 

the right product for the aged floor. 

The sound booth, under construction by Leon 

Friessen, is now in a more central area at the back of 

the theatre. It’s a better position for the sound and 

lighting technicians to engage with the action on stage, 

explains Aud board member Rick Kristjanson, who 

provided the Empire-Advance with a tour of the work.

Slightly larger seats mean there will be slightly fewer 

of them on the main floor. Meanwhile, some of the 

older seats that are in good shape will replace seats in 

what is known as the first balcony. The upper level of 

the balcony, referred to as the gallery in days gone by, 

may also have some seats replaced with the best of the 

main floor former seats. 

The board expects this project to be completed in 

early October, ready for the winter season.

It’s been 24 years since the Aud’s seats were re-

paired and 
r e u p h o l -
stered. And 
a l t hou gh 
it’s a costly 
project, it 
was t ime. 
So, while 
this project 
was in its 
infancy, fundraising began for the $100,000 price tag. 

In the spring of 2024, the Aud Theatre Board Res-

toration Committee received a cheque from Tundra 

Oil & Gas Ltd. which Overand acknowledged as a great 

boost for the project. A Heritage Manitoba grant, as well 

as support through the Virden Lions Club and from 

the Town of Virden has also helped the project along.

However, the Aud Theatre Board members will be 

on the fundraising trail again this fall in order to meet 

their budget. Overand says, “In September there will 

be more fundraising and an opportunity for the com-

munity to take a financial part in refurbishing their 

theatre.”

Viewed from the stage, the Aud Theatre stripped of its seats and 

carpet runners in early August.
Three examples of the new seats show their style, 

however the proof is in the sitting, and truly they are 

comfortable. 

By Anne Davison
Empire-Advance
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TownTown Total distributionTotal distribution
Virden 1025
Elkhorn 100
Reston 165

Oak Lake 57
Lenore 30
Miniota 25

Kola/Cromer 40
Sinclair 25

Sioux Valley 30
Kenton 75

Brandon 860
Pipestone 20
Alexander 50

Total circulation in Trade AreaTotal circulation in Trade Area 2,5022,502
Subscriptions & Online Readers 4,746

Total circulationTotal circulation 7,2487,248

The Empire Advance & is available at the many locations listed on this page. Please pick up a paper and thanks for reading!
You can call us at 204-748-3931 ~ email us at virdenempireadvance@outlook.com ~ visit our website at www.empireadvance.ca
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Mechanical Specifications for ads
Number of Columns:	 6  (Tabloid paper) Note: Classified pages 8 column Tabloid

Regular (6 columns)
1 column	������������������������ 1~9/16” (9.5 picas)
2 column	�������������������������3~5/16” (20 picas)
3 column	����������������������� 5~1/16” (30.5 picas)
4 column	��������������������������6~3/4” (41 picas)
5 column	����������������������� 8~9/16” (51.5 picas)
6 column	�������������������������10~1/4” (62 picas)

Classified (8 columns)
1 column	�������������������������1~1/4”  (7.5picas)
2 column	������������������������2~3/8”  (14.5picas)
3 column	����������������������� 3~3/4”  (22.9 picas)
4 column	�����������������������5~1/16” (30.7 picas)
5 column	������������������������ 6~5/16” (38 picas)
6 column	����������������������7~11/16” (46.5 picas)
7 column	����������������������8~13/16” (53.8 picas)
8 column	������������������������ 10~1/4” (62 picas)

Column depth:	 14~1/4” (196 lines)

Column Spacing:	1/6” (1 pica)

Printed Page:	 10~1/4” x 14~1/4” (1,176 lines)

Software Used:	 InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator and Adobe Acrobat

Ad Content Requirements:
Photos - 300 dpi (min. resolution for best quality)
	 - tif format (jpg lesser quality)
	 - full colour CMYK

Clipart - 150 dpi (min. resolution for best quality) 
	  - jpg or tif format 
	  - full colour CMY

	
Electronic ads (on CD or 5 MB maximum size for e-mailing): 
	 Ad Size - set to fit one of above column widths
	 Colour ads - PDF, EPS or Photoshop in CMYK
	 B&W ads - PDF, EPS or Photoshop

Note: If not able to provide electronic ad in acceptable documents, send the sample layout 
along with the original photos and clipart, plus the selected fonts, to enable the production 
department to build the ad to match your sample layout.

Ask us about our Special Sections & Features:
Hockey Team Rosters (Oil Caps, Jets, etc...), 
Farmers’ Advocate: Monthly, Valentines Day, 

Mother’s Day, Home Improvement, Father’s Day, Grad, 
Canada Day, Meet the Teacher, 

National Trucking Week, Fire Safety, Remembrance Day, 
Christmas greetings and many more! 

If you would like to be on our contact list for special features, 
please call us at 431-351-1628



1/2 Page
10.3333” x 6.9167”

Business Card
3.3333” x 2”

Double Business Card
3.3333” x 4”

1/4 Page
6.8333” x 5.25”

1/8 Page
5.0833 “ x 3.4167”

1/4 Page
5.0833 “ x 6.9167”

1/8 Page
3.3333” x 5.25”

Full Page
10.3333” x 14”



CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS
Obituaries, Births, Birthdays, 
Graduations, Engagements, 

Thank You, In Memory, 
Family Reunions, 

Weddings (with photo)
1 col up to 4” deep. reg. $79.30....................$36.00

    Each additional inch................................$13.00

2 col up to 4” deep... reg. $158.59.......................$59.00

    Each additional inch...............................$24.00

Classified Word Ads
Rate varies by length of wording in ad. 

Please provide ad content for a price quote.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS
Obituaries, Births, Birthdays, 
Graduations, Engagements, 

Thank You, In Memory, 
Family Reunions, 

Weddings (with photo)
1 col up to 4” deep. reg. $45.30.......................$36.00

    Each additional inch................................$13.00

2 col up to 4 “ deep.. reg. $90.60.....................$59.00

    Each additional inch...............................$24.00

Classified Word Ads
Rate varies by length of wording in ad. 

Please provide ad content for a price quote.

FLYER INSERTION PRICES 
as of June 1, 2024.

Up to 30 grams will be $92/M

Up to 30 grams for 10 or more insertions per year will be $87/M

A weight surcharge will be applied to flyers over 30 grams at the rate of .20 cents per gram. That 
equates to a weight surcharge of $20/M on a 40 gram flyer for a price of 11.2 cents per flyer or $112/M.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Small reg. $22.57..........................................$20.31
Large reg. $45.14........................................ ..$40.64
Prices are per week and when booked for 1 year.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Small reg. $22.57..........................................$20.31
Large reg. $45.14........................................ ..$40.64
Prices are per week and when booked for 1 year.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Printed

Within Manitoba (Taxes included)
One Year................................................... $52.03

Within Canada (GST included)
but outside Manitoba................................. $59.08

US Snowbird Rate. taxes included..... $3.84/week
Online

One Year
$36.00

Six month
$26.70

Three month
$18.50
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Special 
Section 

(Both Papers)
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Advance
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Banner

full page $1,004 $590.57 $590.57
1/2 page $552 $324.49 $324.49
1/4 page $300 $176.85 $176.85
1/8 page $160 $94.61 $94.61
Double Business Card $181 $90.60 $90.60
Business Card $77 $45.30 $45.30
Minimum (1/2 Business 
Card)

$30.09 $30.09

Front page ear (Business 
Card)

$94 $94

Front page Banner (2” deep) $352 $207.00 $207.00
Front page Banner (3” deep) $519 $305.00 $305.00
National line rate $0.83 $0.83

Regular Section Promo’s & PricingRegular Section Promo’s & Pricing
Does not apply to Special Section pricing Does not apply to Special Section pricing 

 Book both papers & get 15% off 

Prebooking Discount ProgramPrebooking Discount Program  
5 - 7   ads..........5% 8 - 12 ads..........8% 13 -19  ads..........13% 20+ ads..........20%

Discounts only apply on ads prebooked within a one year period.
Cancellation prior to meeting above will result in a surcharge in the amount of the discount previously applied to each consecutive ad.

Colour RatesColour Rates
Colour available on limited pages.

Full page Full page 
$$100100.00.00

1/2 page 1/2 page 
$75$75.00.00

1/4 page 1/4 page 
$50$50.00.00

1/8 page 1/8 page 
$30$30.00.00

<1/8 page <1/8 page 
$20$20.00.00

published weekly – Friday editionpublished weekly – Friday edition
Ad Booking & Copy Deadline: Tuesday 12 noonAd Booking & Copy Deadline: Tuesday 12 noon
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