Give your Retirement Savings a [—[ F] Ir

Ask Sunrise Credit Union today about the

BONUS INTEREST RATE on RRSPs.

Skating to 'A World of Your Own": Mia du Plessis,
Bailee Dane, Evie McAdam, Luke Greenbank,
Gracy Russell, Ainslee McGregor, Emma Errington.

READY IN 20 MINUTES ORLESS
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PUBLISHING FRIDAYS

VEELEI LT 8 Boston Pizza:

OUR SERVER FOR DETAILS.

Skaters perform ‘Never had Chocolate Like This’: Aliyah Bouchie, Avayah
Casson, Braylee McConnell, Emma Irvine, Esme Johnson, Maycee Dryden,
Rhyleigh Langlois, Riatta McKinnon, Kendrix Campbell, Willow Nugent.

Skate Virden’s Willy Wonka On Ice opens with ‘I've Got a Golden Ticket’
featuring Luke Greenbank in the lift and other skaters: Kaylee Malcolm, Mia
duPlessis, Bailee Dane, and Evie McAdam.

PHOTOS BY DALE DAVISON

Star 4 Synchro Team with Annabelle Russell, Ava Murray, Avery Anderson, Aviana Hall, Brynlee Boyd, Callie Bennett, Elizabeth
Soroka, Finley Ross, Locklynn Hayward, Nuala Harkness, Robyn Hayward, Sada Woolridge, Sarah Warkentin, Sophia Bailey.

By Anne Davison | I \he arena
EMPIRE ADVANCE became
S — amagical
place with Willy Wonka balloon bubble
décor inviting the audience into Willy
Wonka On Ice. The Friday evening
Skate Virden ice showwhere four-years-

olds through competitive skaters and
the adult synchro team performed.
Music from the 1971 American musical
fantasy film Willy Wonka & the Chocolate
Factory set a mischievous tone.
Graduating skaters Addison Cousinsand
Rory Greenbank performed in their final

Skate Virden ice show. Atintermission, most
improved and dedicated skatersin eachlevel
were awarded and volunteer skating helpers
were recognized.

Celebrity figure skater Kurt Browning
with vocalist Geoffry Tyler topped off the
show with Singin In The Rain.

OIL CAPITALS

HOME GAME
TUESDAY, MARCH 4
US. NIVERVILLE

NIGHTHAWKS
PUCK DROPS AT 7:30PM

SCOUTS MEET

THE MAYOR

FARMERS'
ADVOCATE
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PHOTO BY SKATE VIRDEN
Figure skaters graduating from Grade 12 this year, Rory Greenbank and Addison
Cousins are flanked by Skate Virden coaches Patricia Hole (left) and Cindy
Mahoney (right).

PHOTOS BY ANNE DAVISON

Kurt Browning took time for everyone and especially for a figure skater who
travelled 12 hours to bask in figure skating glory in her home province. Browning
and Eileen Olson share some fun.

Skaters reunite

TheFridayevening Skate Vird-
eniceshowand KurtBrowning’s
performance stirred memories

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Kurt Browning made a special effort to assist the youngest of the skaters at the Virden Ice Show.

of skating glory, and for members of the figure skating
community in particular, it was a stellar evening.

Afanandformerfigureskater, Eileen Olson,drove from
southern Nebraska to be in the audience Friday night.
Eileen (nee) Mustard had grownupin Killarney, Manitoba
and as a skater in the early ‘70s she was acquainted with
members of the sport from southwest Manitobaincluding
Joan Peel (Berry), Terry McSorley and Kim Howell, while
the well-known Hamiota born skater Lyndon Johnson
was her dance partner.

Hearing there was a member of the skating commun-
ity who'd driven 12 hours to be there, Browning invited
Eileen to come and say hello following his performance.
Olson was thrilled to be at Tundra Oil & Gas Place and it
was a special moment when she came from the stands to
say hello to this champion of the skating world.

Her decision to reconnect with skating friends was in-
spired by Kim Howell who had initially introduced her to
Patricia Hole. Andit turns out Patricia’shusband, Howard
Hole, was a hockey player from Boissevain. “The Hole
boys were really good hockey players,” Eileen recounted.
And so goes the web of connections.

Eileen became a skating instructor, and is now a trial
judge in Omaha. She admires Patricia’s continued on-ice
involvement in the sport. Hearing of Browning’s part in
Skate Virden’s weekend and talking with Patricia and
friends such as Joan, Eileen decided to make the trip.

Basking in the enthusiasm of the Willy Wonka On Ice
show, and remembering her own busy skating life as a
youth, she noted that it’s different in Nebraska. “It’s not
a big sport in the mid-west, like it is here.” But she hopes
her fouryear-old granddaughter in lessons in Lincoln,
Nebraska, will develop a passion for the sport.
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Browning thrills audience, recharges skaters’ batteries

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

urt Browning’s
cameo perform-
nce to Singin’ in

the Rain capped off Skate Virden’s entertaining ice
show. Umbrella in hand, he depicted the love smitten
‘Don’ from the 1952 movie. Accompanied on ice by
soloist Geoffrey Tyler, the skater’s spins and dashing
pantomime presentation brought the house to their
feet.

Browning clearly enjoyed performing but he was
in town to help young skaters not only grow in their
skills, but in the love of the sport.

During the Willy Wonka On Ice presentation he
assisted in one of the final performances by the small-
est skaters, the Oompa Loompas, stopping to set one
or two upsets back on their feet during the very cute
routine.

Kurt Browning took time for an interview with the
Empire-Advance.

Q & A: What do you hope to accomplish over the
next two-day seminar you are here for?

I know Elvis Stojko was here recently...he’s very
funny, and the kids have a great time, but he’s also
very technical.

My seminars are much more orientated towards the
joy of skating, and making sure that it’s almost like
recharging theirbatteries. There’s skating skills, and of
course we touch on jumps, all those traditional skating
elements thatare important. ButIfeellike myseminars
are even more about self-awareness, self-worth, and
enjoying your skating, because I think people keep
comparing themselves to something they’ve seen on
TV, or something they think they should be, and then
they forget to enjoy what they really are already. They
have worked hard.

The little tiny Oompa Loompas, they worked really
hard to be able to get across the ice. And it’s a big ice
when your legs are little like that.

Beyond skating, what do you do for fun?

“Happily married, I spend all my time I can with
my wife. We are moving to Niagara Falls, and we’ll
be building a house. So, I'm really looking forward
to having a few trees around me, and getting out of
the city, and getting back to who I was when I lived
in Alberta. That’s where I grew up. (Born in Rocky
Mountain House, in 1966, Browning grew up in the
remote Alberta town of Caroline.)

Tell us about your wife.

Alissa Czisny, she’s a U.S. skater... two-time U.S.
champion, so we met through skating, and have been
together ten years. [She’s] my second wife. So, when
you say, what do I do when I'm not skating, I mean,
this is just my best friend.

Geoff Tyler, a man with a marvelous voice, brought
reality to the performance. Is he alongtime colleague?

He’s a pretty handy friend to have. Actually, coinci-
dentally, I'm moving within a staggered walk away

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON

Kurt Browning performs Singin’ In The Rain at Tundra Oil & Gas Place. Photos could not do justice to
Browning's spins, fancy footwork and charming presence.

from Geoff.

Your performance was fantastic, heartwarming.

I'm glad you liked it. That’s not the way I used to
skate when I was younger, but that’s what I have to
offer now, and because it’s live, it’s appreciated. It’s
a beautiful song, it’s a beautiful sentiment, to play a
man who just changed his life by falling in love. And
he knows it. He just fell in love that night. And he
doesn’t care that it’s raining. It’s such a wonderful
sentiment of being in the moment and enjoying what
life has to offer.

You've met Skate Virden club, what did you notice?

I saw a lot of creativity in the show. The people
who were making the decisions made a lot of creative
decisions, like the bed and the blueberries. I just
thought thatitwas an above-average club carnival for
sure. You just sort of get a feeling for a place, right?
It doesn’t come from a beautiful building, which this
is, but it comes from the people. And usually when
I do seminars, I get on the ice, they skate around,
and I stop, and I go, ‘Hi, my name’s Kurt.” But not
here. We performed together. So tomorrow morning,
I'm going to get on the ice and go, ‘You were in the

Cocquyt received International Club Key

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY BARRY O'GRADY

Virden Lion Suellen Cocquyt is
receiving a Lions Club International
Key award from 2nd Vice-President
Lion Paul Pennycook at a recent
Virden Lions Meeting. Lion Cocquyt
opened the door of Lionism to at
least two individuals. Since joining
she has slowly but steadily increased
her involvement, never hesitating to
get involved in Lions' activities. She
assisted in getting Virden Lions Club
involved inthe Very Virden Christmas
along with the two individuals she
brought into the Club. Suellen
Cocquyt always wants to learn more,
is very helpful in her Den's activities
and has become a very valuable
member of the Virden Lions Club.

Oompa Loompas, and you were a blueberry,” and it’s
going to be a bond.

And we have this extra day where we can come
back and solidify some of the things we worked on
the first day. So, yeah, I take it pretty seriously, but
it’s serious fun.

What does skating do for kids, even if they never
earn a paycheck from skating?

The long story for me is that when you learn a sport
as a youngster, you learn perseverance and sharing
and losing and winning. You learn a lot of things that
you need to know. In skating... people decide. It’s not
a puck crossing the red line, you know what I mean?
And I think that’s an important thing to learn, that
it’snotnecessarily fair,and
you have to learn how to
overcome that adversity,
andyou’re alone outthere.
You might have a partner,
butyou’re alone out there.

You have to make de-
cisions about what you
look like out there. The
costume, how you wear
your hair, what music you
skate to, doIsmile,doInot
smile? The same thingsyou
have to make up your deci-
sions on forajobinterview
someday. I thinkit’'sagood
sport to give kids a real
lesson on what real life is.

VIRDEN LIONS

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SPECIAL EVENT
204-264-0785

230 Nelson St W e Virden, MB

Hall capacity is limited based
on current Manitoba Public
Health restrictions/guidelines;
renters and attendees must
comply with up-to-date
Manitoba Public Health Orders.

204.759.3313
Toll Free 844.877.7767

gregnesbittmla @ mymts.net
#7 - 515 4th Avenue
Burlington Place, Shoal Lake, MB
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By Chad Carpenter

I'd rather see ice in the
rink, not on the roa

at every level in this part of
the world. Earlier this month,
millions of Canadian hockey fans
held their breath while Canadabeat
the United States at the Four Na-
tions Face-off. Canada beating the
U.S. at hockey always sits well with
Canadian hockey fans but given the
political tension being caused by the
American president, the CGanadian
victory was just that much sweeter.
The older level teams in our pa-
pers’ coverage are all hitting the ice
with vigour these days. At the time
of this writing (Feb. 23, 2025) the
Virden Oil Capitals are battling for
a playoff spot, while the Neepawa
Titans have already secured their
place in the MJHL’s post-season.
As for over in the Tiger Hills
Hockey League, the Rivers Jets,
Minnedosa Bombers, Virden Oil
Kings and Neepawa IFFarmers are
all still involved in their league’s
post-season play. And all still repre-
senting their communities proudly.
On this particular day, my wife
and I were planning to drive two
hours to see a great-grandson play
in hisleague tournament. Unfortu-
nately, heavy fog and ice made the
decision to keep us two old(er) folks
off the road. Guess we will try and
keep in touch by way of the newly
acquired Live Barn video service
that is in most rural arenas now.
It’s not the same as being there, but
it sure beats driving two hours in
the fog. It’s a busy week ahead for
me and when I heard that a second
vehicle in our family succumbed
to a deer strike, that pretty much
made the decision to make the stay-

It’s the peak of hockey season

GENTRE

RIGHTHINETHIE]

KEN W ADDELL

at-home call.

And speaking of deer versus
vehicles, our first vehicle in the
family this year to be victimized by
awayward deer will have been out of
service for four months by the time
we get it back on the road. I am told
that body shops are backed up with
dozens of vehicles at this time and I
have also been told it’s all across the
province. Itis partly because MPIC
(Autopac) has made some bad com-
puter decisions and wasted $millions
in the process. I knew Autopac, and
by extension their customers, were
in trouble when Autopac decided to
downplay the role of their agents and
offer a computerized on-line service
so customers could renew policies
themselves, make claims and chan-
ges. Yeah right! That’s all we need
isless personalized customer service
and more automated on-line junk.
Itdidn’t work, it annoyed Autopac’s
very important agents and was a
total flop for customers. A recent,
relatively simple policy cancellation
that I had to make took at least 20
minutes at the agent’s office and
two phone calls to the Autopac help
desk. The final answer was new
and unusual even for the help desk
person and was very difficult to put

into effect. I am not the brightest
bulb when it comes to computers but
I have been using them to make a
living for over 35 years and there’s
no way I would have gotten that
transaction done without an agent
and the help desk.

Anyway, back to hockey, it’s more
fun than wrecked carsand Autopac.

Ineveryarena at this time of year
there are playoffs and tournaments.
Local and regional hockey has been
a great way to get past the chilling
days of January and February for
decades now. This season is good
for families, for communities and
for business. Arena lunch counters,
restaurants, hotels and gas stations
can all thank hockey for a bit of
mid-winter prosperity.

So from International hockey to
the TimBits and every age in be-
tween, I wish youa good safe hockey
and travels. Spring is coming, you
can tell by the weather and by the
season’s activities we all love.

Drive safe and play safe.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in
this column are the writer’s personal
views and are not to be taken as being

the view of the newspaper staff.

HOMEBODIES]

RITA FRIESEN

Weebles
Wobble...

his past decade, heck, my whole live long life!, I
Thave felt like a Weeble. What is a Weeble? For my

generation, and I concede that in today’s world
the world may have an entirely different connotation, a
weeble was/is a child’s toy person that had a weighted
bottom. They rocked, swayed, staggered and rolled but
always ended upright. The other comparison would be
a toy my children played with; an inflated clown with a
weighted bottom and could be punched and whacked
and after ducking and weaving, returned to the upright
position. Ours was known as Boppo. Commonality is, of
course, the weighted bottom providing stability!

The weighted bottom is also one of my commonalities
with both the Weeble and Boppo. There have been times
in life when I have definitely identified more strongly with
the clown! Times when life went so sideways that rather
than crying, hysterical laughter erupted. The Weebles
were amuch more sedate image than the clown, appearing
more real than ludicrous. Much like vast portions of my
life, and probably of anyone’s life.

How many times does life go according to our plan?
So many of my generation grew up with the dream of
secondary education, marriage, family, career- notalways
in that order. Tried as I might, and I wrote the blessed
exam for European History 100 three times! I was not
able to have a diploma for completing grade twelve. That,
and choices, changed the trajectory of my life. My first
marriage, ended in divorce, and I became a single parent
with two dependants. I was in no way aware of abusive
or alcoholism, until it became a part of my life. I choose
to live in safety. First in my family, my faith family and
my community to be an official single parent. A heck of
a lot of bobbing and weaving, all Boppo!

Second marriage, combined houscholds, four children
aged six to thirteen, no real courting time, simply married
with children. Thankfully my husband, not only older
than I, was wiser than I! Negotiating those years we were
a family of Weebles! How do you adjust to have siblings
you don’t even know, changing your place in a family
unit, using the terms ‘mom’ and ‘dad’ for strangers? Yup,
I recognise there was a whole lot of swaying, staggering
and bobbling, for all of us.

I keep thinking that life must get easier. And there are
smooth places— delightful lengthy even paths I wander-
howeverthe challengessimply change. Yearsago the sciatic
nerve onmy rightside was damaged by amisplaced medical
injection. Part of my daily routine includes a particular set
of exercises to allow me continued easy, pain free, use of
my leg. That’s a Weeble I live with. Now I am, like many
others, waiting for an appointment to have the progress
of my cataracts. More swaying, not dangerously, just a bit
offbalance. All things considered, for an older person I'm
in wonderful condition with a fabulous support system!

The weight that keeps me grounded, keeps me upright,
and ready for the next assault, is always my faith in a lov-
ing God. That’s grounded.
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Police called about

threats uttered
Westman RCMP Service Report,

Feb. 16 to Feb. 22

Submitted
By WEsTMAN RCMP

During this week,
Westman RCMP re-
ceived a total of 49 calls
for service including 7
traffic, 1 drugimpaired
operation, 3 coroneract,
6 mischief, 3 wellbeing
check, 1 fail to attend
court, 2 utter threats, 2
fraud, 2 assault, 1 assault
with a weapon, 1 break
and enter and 1 fail to
comply with order.

On Feb. 16 RCMP
received a dispatch to
an assault in progress
in Sioux Valley Dakota
Nation, where it was
reported the victim was
being assaulted with an
axe. RCMP attended
the location, located
both the victim and
the suspect. The victim
appeared confused by
police presence, was in
good physical health
and stated no assault
took place. Police inves-
tigated and determined
the call was unfounded
and had been reported
by a third party.

On Feb. 16 RCMP
received a report of
threats uttered in Vird-
en. Police attended the
complainant’s location
and spoke with her. The
complainant stated her
partner had threatened
her and had left the resi-
dence. RCMP attended
a local establishment,
located the suspect, ar-
rested him for uttering
threats and transported
him to Virden RCMP
Detachment. He was re-

leased the next morning
on an undertaking with
an April Court date as
well as conditions not
to communicate with
the victim.

On Feb. 17 RCMP
received a report of a
semi-truck on fire on
Highway 1 near Oak
Lake with the driver
unconscious. Police and
the fire department at-
tended the scene. RCMP
determined the semi
was not on fire but was
experiencing a mech-
anical breakdown. The
driver and passenger
were both outside of
the truck when police
arrived, no medical
attention was required.

OnFeb.17RCMPwere
conducting speed en-
forcement on Common-
wealth Drive in Virden
when they observed
a vehicle traveling 81
km/hrin the 50 km/hr
zone. RCMP conducted
a traffic stop with the
vehicle and conducted
a roadside drug test
where samples showed
a result of positive for
THC (marijuana). The
driverwasserved a $456
fine for speeding, as
wellasa 72-hourlicence
suspension.

On Dec. 18 RCMP
received a report of
threats uttered in Res-
ton where the caller
stated someone threat-
ened to kill them. Police
attended and spoke with
the complainant. The

complainant did not
provide a statement or
wish to pursue char-
ges; it was reported to
RCMP for information
purposes.

On Dec. 19 RCMP
received a report of an
intoxicated female caus-
ing a disturbance at a
residence in Sioux Val-
ley community. Police
attended, located the
intoxicated female and
arrested her for breach
of the peace and lodged
her overnight. She was
released once sober the
next morning with no
charges.

On Feb. 20 RCMP
received a report of
mischief to a vehicle
in Virden. It was deter-
mined the gas tank had
been drilled out and
drained. RCMP are con-
tinuing to investigate.

To reporta complaint
or non-emergent inci-
dent to RCMP please
call 204-748-2135. For
general inquires or
administrative requests
including criminal rec-
ord checks please call
the administration line
at 204-748-2046 Ext. 3.
Toreportan emergency
please call 911.

Ifyouwitnessa crime
and wish to remain
anonymous please con-
tact Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477. The
tip line is not trace-
able and they do not
subscribe to caller 1D
or call display.

LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYEES?

We can help!
call 204.748.3931

fo place your ad foday

Virden o
Empire-Advance

Suspects charged
in Birdtail violent
home invasions

By Empire-Advance staff

EMPIRE-ADVANCE

All three suspects
connected to home
invasions in the com-
munity of Birdtail
Sioux First Nation
on Feb. 13 have been
located and charged.
The Birdtail com-
munity is located 15
minutes northwest of
Miniota.

Two separate home
invasions at Birdtail
on Feb. 13 were re-
ported to Manitoba
First Nations Police
Service (MFNPS). In
both incidents it’s al-
leged that a group of
individuals commit-
ted violent home inva-
sions on two separate
residences resulting
in assaults causing
bodily harm to three
different men.

Christopher Wast-
este (34) was arrested
on scene and faces
three charges of as-
sault causing bodily
harm and two charges
of break and enter

with intent. He was
taken into custody to
appear in Brandon
Provincial Court.

Eric Chalmers (23)
was arrested at a later
time and faces simi-
lar charges. He was
brought before a Jus-
tice and released on
conditions.

Awarrantwasissued
foranotherindividual
involved in the at-
tacks and MFNPS was
actively searching for
that person.

On Feb. 19, MF-
NPS report the arrest
of the third person
in connection with
the Feb.13, home in-
vasions by Brandon
Police Service (BPS).
The found and ar-
rested 32-year-old
Faith Bunn.

Bunn has been
charged with one
count of assault caus-
ing bodily harm and
was released by way of
an undertaking to ap-

pear in Virden court
at a later date.
MFNPS thanks BPS
for their assistance.
Anyone with in-
formation regarding
these serious assaults
is asked to come for-
ward to police.
Community safety
is a top priority for
MFNPS, and they are
working closely with
Chief and council
to take swift and ef-
fective measures to
address the situation.
If you have any in-
formation that could
assist investigators,
contact MFNPS Bird-
tail Sioux First Na-
tion Detachment at
204-569-4621 or the
MFNPS TIPS line
anonymouslyat 1-833-
978-0048 or email
TIPS@mifnp.ca. The
MFNP TIPS line is ac-
cessible 24/7, 365 days
ayear, and monitored
regularly.

RM OF SIFTON
PUBLIC NOTICE

REGARDING THE 2025
FINANCIAL PLAN

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2) of the Municipal
Act that the Council of the Rural Municipality of Sifton intends to present its financial
plan for the fiscal year 2025 at a public hearing that will be held:

Oak Lake Community Hall
474 Cameron St., Oak Lake, MB
Thursday, April 10, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.

Persons wishing to make a presentation in person at the hearing must register by
contacting the Municipal Office (204-855-2423 Ext. 1) no later than 4:00 p.m.,

April 9, 2025,

Copies of the financial plan are available for review and may be examined by any
person during regular office hours of the municipal office.

RM of Sifton

Phone: 204-855-2423 Ext. 1, Email: cao@rmofsifton.com

Mail: Box 100, Oak Lake MB ROM 1P0
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HeLEN DRYSDALE

OUT OF HELEN'’S
KITCHEN

In years past winters had more annual snowfall than they have today. As a child on the farm I remember
lots of “snow days” as the snow plows could not clear the roads because the snow was too high. Eventually
the municipal caterpillar came and cleared the road. In our yard the packed snow banks were wonderful
for make forts and tunnels. Since the prairies have been settled there were times when roads were closed
for days on end before the snow could be cleared. There were drifts literally deep enough that they would
bury a train on the tracks.

Canada’s railways were important to open Canada from sea to sea. The biggest challenge to maintain the
rail lines was the harsh Canadian winter. Snow and ice have a big effect on the movement of trains. In the
earlier years thousands of men were hired each winter to clear snow from the tracks with shovels. In the
mid-1800s, rail ploughs made of steel were fitted to the front of locomotives like cowcatchers so they could
remove snowdrifts as they made their way up and down the line. How well they worked would depend on
the trains’ speed and weight and the type of snow. Powdery snow would basically blow away. The large hard
packed snow drifts could stop a train and they would have to back up and hit the drifts again. On occasion
the snow derailed the trains and sometimes the trains got caught in the drifts and had to wait to be rescued.

So what to do with all that snow on the tracks? In 1869, Canadian dentist J.W. Elliot invented the rotary
snow plow. A few years later the Leslie Brothers improved on the design and began production of them.
Powered by a locomotive-sized boiler, the rotary snow plow had several rotating steel plates, like a propeller.
The snow was ejected by centrifugal force through an opening at the top clearing the tracks.

From The Canadian Encyclopedia: “The worst blizzard in Canadian railway history occurred between
January 30 and February 8, 1947, when 10 days of blowing snow buried towns and trains from Calgary to
Winnipeg. Some Saskatchewan roads and rail lines remained impassable until spring.” To add insult to injury
on Feb. 3, Regina set a North American record with a temperature of - 60 C. 60 degrees celsius

When the storm ended railway lines across the Prairie Provinces had to close operations for weeks. Most
of the train tracks over the flat prairies were entombed under twenty foot snowdrifts. One train was buried
in a snow drift 1 km long and 8 m (26 feet) deep. This of course caused supply issues. Between the snow and
the cold, it was almost impossible to get deliveries or to go out for home essentials, like food and coal. Farm-
ers had to chop holes in the barn roofs to be able to get to their livestock or dig out tunnels to their barns.
Talk about getting snowed under!

Today snow clearing is still an important part of running railways in Canada every winter. Every storm
sees plows clearing the tracks but there is still occasions when the tracks get snowed under despite the plows
best efforts.

This easy, semi-homemade baked beans recipe uses canned beans instead of the dry type, so itis quick and
easy to prepare. These savory beans fill the house with wonderful aroma on a cold prairie day.

My “cheater” baked beans

8 slices bacon, cooked and'diced

1 medium onion, chopped

4- 398 mL cans pork and beans, not drained

1- 540 mL cans six bean blend, drained and rinsed

1/2 cup ketchup

1/4 cup brown sugar

1/4 cup molasses

1/4 cup cider vinegar

2 tsp. dry mustard

1 tsp. garlic powder

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce

Combine all ingredients in a large bowl. Stir well. Transfer to a large baking dish or roaster. Adjust oven
rack to lower-middle position and heat oven to 325 F. Place in oven covered and bake for 1 1/2 to 2 hours.
Uncover and bake for 10 minutes.

Spicy, hearty, and oh-so-satisfying, chili is the perfect dish to combat the winter chill.

Pork Chili

2 level Tbsp. flour

1 1/2 Thbsp. chili powder

2 tsp. cumin

1 tsp. powered garlic

1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper, if desired

1/2 tsp. each salt and pepper

3 Thsp. oil, divided

2 pounds boneless pork, cut into 1 inch cubes

1- 540 mL can diced tomatoes, with liquid

2 cups frozen corn

2- 540 mL cans kidney beans, rinsed and drained

1 cup chopped onion

1 cup water

In a large plastic bag combine the flour and spices. Add the pork pieces and shake to coat. In a large fry-
ing pan add 2 tablespoons of the oil. Add half the meat and brown stirring the meat pieces. When browned
remove the meat, add remaining oil and meat and repeat. Place the meat in a large heavy bottomed Dutch
oven. Add the remaining ingredients, bring to a boil. Reduce heat to medium low and simmer for 1 1/2 to
2 hours or until pork is tender.

Letter to the

Editor

Re:Z.ebra Mussels
- Virden Empire-
Advance, 21 Feb.

Despite all-out effort to keep them out,
highly invasive mollusks have infiltrated
Clear Lake on their westward march.

Zebra Mussels were first detected in
Canada’s Great Lakes in 1988.

Just another faux pas (blunder) by our
government(s)

The best time to act was more than 3
decades ago.

My concern is that zebra mussels will
eventually be transferred to other western
& northern waters by hitch-hiking on am-
phibious aircraft / helicopters and planes
with floats.

-John Fefchak.

_—
LEAD the herd

DUC programs put you ahead!
CALL TODAY for 2025 signup:

@ Forage

Experience exceptional establishment results.

& Marginal Areas

Reduce weeds and salinity. Increase returns.

Sod Seeding
@ Rejuvenate pastures with lequmes.

CALL TODAY
204-285-9779

ag.ducks.ca
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Community Volunteer
Income Tax Program
underway in Virden

and area

Submitted
PRAIRIE MOUNTAIN HEALTH

The Community Volunteer Income
Tax Program (CVITP) is scheduled
to begin on March 3 in Virden and
other rural areas. This is a free ser-
vice to help low-income individuals
with simple tax situations complete
and file their income tax and benefit
return.

Clients can drop off their material
atVirden Health unit, 480 King St. E.
from March 3 — Apr. 30, 9am — 12pm
and 1- 4:30pm; Elkhorn - Border
Regional Library Elkhorn Branch,
drop off between March 3 to May 2,
Tuesdays, Thurdays and Saturdays,
9am to 5pm; Reston Health Centre,
drop off March 3 to Oct. 30, Monday
—Friday, 9am to 3:30pm. In Hamiota,
drop off at the Hamiota Health unit
from 8:30 — 4:30pm at the Health
Unit, 177 Birch Ave. East between
March 3 - Oct. 30.

CVITP is a collaboration between
the Canada Revenue Agency and
community organizations such as
PMH, who bring together volunteers
who prepare income tax returns for
free. This program helps ensure that
seniors, newcomers, students and all
low-income residents maintain access
to all the benefits to which they are
entitled. This includes GST refunds,
Canada Child benefit, MB Rentassist,
Disability Tax credits, Pharmacare
deductibles and more.

Fact:income and health are directly
related.

Better income can lead to better
health, education and well-being.
Completing an income tax return
can improve income by providing
access to federal, provincial and local
benefits and programs such as:

- GST refunds

- Canada Child benefit

- MB Rent assist

- Disability Tax credits

- Pharmacare deductibles and more

Eligibility for this free program

You can get your income tax done
free through this program if you fall

\\’k \\
L

A

under one of the categories below:

1 person with income under
$35,000

2 persons with income under
$45,000 (each additional dependent
add $2,500)

3 persons with income under
$47,500 (each additional dependent
add $2,500)

If you have any questions regard-
ing the Community Income Tax
Volunteer Program or would be inter-
ested in volunteering and having the
program come to your community,
contact us at CVITP@pmh-mb.ca or
204-578-4812 or 7th Street Health
Access Centre at 204-578-4800.

What do I bring?

T3, T4, T4a, T5, T5007 forms

Receipts for: daycare expenses,
charitable donations, rent, tuition,
medical expenses (not paid by insur-
ance company.)

If any of these conditions apply to
you,you are not eligible to participate:

- 1 person over $35,000

- 2 persons over $45,000

- 3 persons over $47,500

- 4 persons over $50,000 (add an
additional $2500 for each additional
person in family)

- Business income

- Self-Employed

- Deceased in year above

- Bankruptcy (Pre- or Post-)

- Employment Expenses

- Rental income

- Capital Gains

- Farm Income

- Investment income over $1000

To find locations offering this
service throughout Prairie Mountain
Health, check availability at prairie-
mountainhealth.calIf thereisnotone
in your community, we encourage
you to go to one of the other sites.
Note: If you have accessibility issues
for any location please call (204) 578
—4800 or email CVITP@pmh-mb.ca
for options.

The Three Brains:
Unlocking the power of
mind, heart, and gut

HoeLismilcAWEMINES SECERTWIEIEDR)
EYPNGOGHERAPIS

MARIE EVELYNE GINGRAS

Did you know you have not one,
not two, but three brains? Yep, you
read that right! Science has been
blowing our minds (and our guts
and hearts) with discoveries that
show we are way more complex than
we ever imagined. While we have
always given our head brain all the
credit, it turns out that our heart
and gut have a lot to say, too. Ready
for a fun deep dive into your inner
intelligence network?

The Head Brain: The Master-
mind

First up, we have the head brain.
The one that gets all the glory. It is
the boss of logic, problem-solving,
and creativity. It takes in all the in-
formation from the outside world,
processes it, and decides what to do
next. The head brain is not the only
decision-maker in the body. In fact,
our heartand guthave amuch bigger
influence on our emotions and intui-
tion than we ever realized. The head
brain is great at calculations and
rational thinking, but sometimes, it
overanalyzes, creating doubt. That
is when the other two brains step in.

The Heart Brain: The Feelings
Expert

Next, meet the heart brain, the
one that makes you feel all the feels.
Ever had your heart race when you
see your crush? Or felt a literal ache
during a heartbreak? The heart
sends more signals to the brain
than the other way around! That
meansyour heartisinfluencing your
mood, stress levels, and even your
gut instincts more than you think.
Ever heard the phrase “follow your
heart”? Well, it turns out, there is

science behind it!

The Gut Brain: The Ultimate
Wingman

And now, let us talk about the gut
brain, or assome callit, your “second
brain.” With millions of neurons
running along your digestive tract,
this brain controls digestion, metab-
olism, and immune function. But
here is the real kicker: it produces
most of your serotonin, the happy
chemical that keeps your mood in
check. Ever had a “gutfeeling” about
something? That is your gut brain
in action, trying to steer you in the
right direction. Your gut is literally
helping to keep you happy!

These three brains do not work
in isolation. They are in constant
communication through the vagus
nerve, which connects them like
a superhighway. When they are in
sync, you feel great. You are bal-
anced, clear-headed, and emotion-
ally strong. But if one is off, it can
throw everything out of whack. This
explains why stress can cause stom-
achissues or why feeling emotionally
drained can make thinking clearly
a challenge.

Turns out our three brains are
working together everysecond of the
day, shaping how we think, feel, and
move through life. When we listen
to all three, we make better choices,
feel more balanced, and navigate life
with greater ease. So next time you
get a gut feeling, a heart-pounding
moment, or a genius idea, take a
second to appreciate the magic hap-
pening inside you. Your body is way
smarter than you give it credit for!

(204) 748-3931
sales@empireadvance.ca

305 Nelson Street West,
Virden , MB
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You can still
have your say

By Dale Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Residents of the RM of Wallace-Woodworth and
the Town of Virden got a look at the development
plan for the area lastweek atan open house held at
the Virden Wellview Golf Course clubhouse. The
Trans Canada West Planning District (TCWPD)
presented the results of a survey that will guide
their review of the planning by-law. Representa-
tives of the planning firm Scatliff-Miller-Murray
aswell as development officer Cory Nixon were on
hand to answer questions and provide the details.

According to their website, TCWPD isa partner-
ship between the Rural Municipality of Wallace-
Woodworth and the Town of Virden with the
mandate to “provide direction for future land use
and development throughout the district that will
minimize conflicts and be in the best interests of
the planning district, its residents, businesses and
landowners.”

The current planning by-law, dating from 2019
was the first to be created since the amalgama-
tion that formed the RM of Wallace-Woodworth
ten years ago. The purpose of the plan is to assist
in managing the transition zones between urban
settlements and rural areas, setting land aside
to support more local businesses and industry,
designating areas for new neighborhoods and pro-
tecting agricultural lands and natural resources.
The provincial government requires these plans
to be reviewed every five years.

The review process began with the preparation
of a background report based on data from the
last census that revealed demographic trends like
land use and development patterns, housing needs,
environmental conditions and natural resources.

The report showed a median income of $71,000
in Virden and $83,000 in Wallace-Woodworth
compared to $79,500 in Manitoba. There were
2,556 occupied dwellings within the district with
1,449 in Virden and 1,107 in Wallace-Woodworth.
With the predicted population increase there will
be 214 new dwellings needed by 2049.

Lastfall, the districtasked community members
to participate in the development plan process by
filling out a survey. People were asked to identify
challenges and opportunities to be addressed
within the development plan, and priorities for
the future. When asked how they hope the com-
munity will be described in 20 years a Virden
resident replied, “Well planned and managed,
with long-term sustainability and affordability in
mind” and a rural resident of Wallace-Woodworth
said, “A great place to work, live, and play. A place
that is safe to raise a family.”

The survey revealed that all residents prioritize
improved services and infrastructure, coordin-
ated planning efforts between the Town and RM,
improved mobility options and increased recrea-
tion options. Residents of Virden added that a
diversified housing supply will be important and
those from the RM said that protecting nature is
a priority.

The review process that began in May of 2024

empireadvance.ca

Development officer Cory Nixon explains the plan.

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON

1 Breaking News

M Local News
1 Provincial Updates ™1 Photo Galleries

The Virden planning zone map from the current
development plan. Zoning maps of the LUDs of Elkhorn
and Kenton, as well asthe settlements of Kola, Hargrave,
Lenore, Harding and Kirkella are also included in the
document found at https://www.tcwpd.ca/

is expected to be complete by late summer this
year but there is still an opportunity to have your
say. Currently there have been 76 responses to the
survey representing 3 per cent of households, but
responses are still being gathered and will be used
in the final phase of the review. You can find the
survey on the planning district website at https://
www.tcwpd.ca/.

M National Headlines
M Obituaries

Empire-
Advance

serving virden & area since 1885

PHOTO BY VIRDEN PLANNING ZONES

THE HAMIOTA DISTRICT HEALTH
CENTRE FOUNDATION INC.
SCHOLARSHIPS

« $2000 scholarship
for 4th or 5th year
university students
enrolled in a
medically related
field
« $1000 scholarship for
graduating high school
students seeking further
education in a medically
related field
Information available from
vwilson@inetlinkwireless.ca

DEADLINE: MARCH 31, 2025
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Public Hearing announced for garbage costs

Prairie View Municipality meeting minutes, Feb. 11

Condensed By Empire-Advance staff

EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Reeve Wilson called the coun-
cil meeting to order at 9am.
Minutes of the regular council
meeting held on Monday, Feb. 3,
2025 were adopted ascirculated.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Manitoba Waste Management
for a Special Service Levy 2025-
001- Solid Waste & Recycling
Collection Urban, motion by
Morley Butler, seconded by
Delbert Cole:

WHEREAS Prairie View
Municipality is committed to
providing effective and sustain-
able waste managementservices
to its residents; and whereas the
Birtle and Miniotalandfills serv-
ing the municipalityare nearing
capacity, requiring the imple-
mentation of measures to extend
theirlifespan and reduce overall
wastevolumes; ANDWHEREAS
rising regulatory requirements
and associated costs for landfill
operations, waste diversion and
environmental compliance have
significantlyincreased the finan-
cial burden on the Municipality;
AND WHEREAS transitioning
to a user-pay system for garbage
andrecycling serviceswould cre-
ate a more equitable approach
to cost recovery by aligning
fees with individual waste gen-

eration and disposal habits,
encouraging waste reduction
and increased recycling partici-
pation; NOWTHEREFORE BE
ITRESOLVED that the Council
of Prairie View Municipality
authorizes the CAO to draft
a Special Service Plan for the
purpose of Curbside Waste &
Recycling pickup for the urban
areas of Foxwarren, Birtle &
Miniota and give public notice
to all those affected properties
of the Special Service plan for
the Public Hearing scheduled
for March 19, 2025. CARRIED
Resolution No: 2025-031
moved by Morely Butler and
seconded by Delbert Cole gave
second reading to the Solid
Waste & Recycling Collection
Urban. CARRIED; and third
reading was given as Resolution
No. 2025-032 moved by Michael
Fulcher, seconded by Linda
Clark. CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS
Resolution No: 2025-035
Moved: Linda Clark Seconded:
Delbert Cole Western Financial
Group - Liability Question
FINANCIAL REPORT
Accountsfor Approval Resolu-
tion No: 2025-036 Moved: Mi-
chael Fulcher, Seconded: Mor-

ley Butler; BE IT RESOLVED
THAT the following accounts
issued in the month of January
totalling $499,841.39 be hereby
approved: Payroll$110,009.21;
Council $5882.40; Other-AP
$72066.58; EFT $75,172.33;
Cheques $236,711.27 CARRIED
BY-LAWS/POLICIES

Policy GG-001 Policy Develop-
ment Policy Resolution No:
2025-038; Moved: Linda Clark;
Seconded: Michael Fulcher;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the
Council hereby approves the
review of Policy GG-001; to
provide a standardized system
of developing, recording, ap-
proving, distributing, reviewing
and archiving policies and pro-
cedures. CARRIED

Policy TS-008 Use of Munici-
pal Graders to Tow; Resolution
No: 2025-039 Moved: Darcy
Oliver; Seconded: Delbert Cole;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the
Council hereby approves the
review of Policy TS-008; a policy
to establish regulationsand pro-
cedures for municipal graders
assisting in towing or pulling out
of privately owned equipment
and vehicles. CARRIED

Council moved in camera to
discuss personnel

Out of Camera, Council ad-
journed.

Miniota and Isabella
News

Submitted
By LiINDA CLARK

Congratulations to Team Howard of Katie Howard, Jocelyn
Brown, Alivia Flannery and Blair Howard on their 2nd place fin-
ish in the U12 Man Sask Sliding Stars bonspiel held at the Virden
Curling Club on February 22.

Khloe Brown, a member of the U18 Bruiskies Female hockey
team, is to be congratulated in placing first in the shootout
competition at the Rural Provincial tournament held at Rivers.
Congratulations Khloe!

Delbertand Pat Cole enjoyed a holiday with their daughter and
son-in-law, Cathie and Kelvin Hollier from Brandon to Cabarete,
on the northern coast of the Dominican Republic. They report
beautiful sandy beaches, lots of sun, refreshing breezes, and very
friendly people who used scooters and motorcycles as their main
transportation.

In these troubled times we are living in the win of our Canadian
team over the US team at the Four Nations Tournament certainly
gave us a proud Canadian moment. A boost to the spirit.

Each weekend our Miniota Community Centre has seen lots
of action from our hockey teams, but this coming weekend it is
time for our annual ice skating show when our figure skaters will
take the spotlight. We have come through the coldest part of
winter hopefully, and are enjoying the warmer temps, with some
beautiful hoarfrost. Shoutout this week to our rink staff, Danny
Argue on the skating ice and Bob and Tristan Gardham on the
curling side, along with Sonya Cameron who keeps our waiting
rooms in tiptop shape. Job well done folks! We also cannot forget
the many parent volunteers who keep things moving to support
the MCC (Miniota Community Centre).

“There may be timeswhen we are Powerless to Prevent Injustice
But There Must Never be a Time when we fail to Protest.” - Elie
Wiesel

Isabella News

Our community extends sympathy to Marcie Harrison and
Larry Shannon, Sarah and Jenny on the death of Marcie's Mom
and the girls Grandma Anne Lambert. Anne hasbeen a resident
of a Winnipeg personal care home these past years. Her death
occurred on Feb. 19.

The Virden Empire-Advance is
now available for FREE

Find the newspaper at the following locations:

Alexander store, Sioux Valley Petro, Valleyview Co-op - Oak Lake, RM of Sifton office, Joe Dandy’s (seasonal),
Miniota, Lenore Post Office, In Kenton at Valleyview Co-op, Whyte’s Lumber, Woodworth Dodge and Briarwood
Cafe. In Elkhorn at Twin Valley Co-op, Elkhorn Library, KT s Kitchen (seasonal) and the Auto Museum (seasonal),
Traci’s Place-Kola, Cromer Valley Store. In Reston at Reston Fine Foods and Reston Drugs, Reston Library and
Willowview Care Home. Turnbull’s Sales in Sinclair, Irwin Automotive Ltd. and Service at Pipestone.

Virden:

Drop Box at Flower Attic, Drop Box at Virden Empire advance and in the newspaper office, Sooper Daves, Fountain
Tire, White Owl, Virden Golf Course, Stillwater Adventures, M]J’s, Valleyview Co-op Grocery, Valleyview Co-op
C-Store, Town of Virden, Custom Creations, Virden Dental, Super Thrifty, Prairie Dentist, Virden Footwear, HiWay
Grocery, Virden Sport and Fashion, Alex Hotel, Virden Drugs, Central Hotel, Virden Train Station, Red Apple,
TJ’s, Chicken Chef, Home Hardware, Kullberg’s, Nu-Art, Shear Expressions, Swift Oil Field, Kola Store, Virden
Ford, Virden Dodge, Apex, Advance Hearing Centre

Plus the Virden Empire Advance is made available to residents of the seniors homes and care homes.

If you would like to have the Virden Empire Advance delivered to your place of business, please contact the VEA
office at 204-748-3931.
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Mark your calendar, Konektis is coming

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

ith Konektis choir due to perform on
WSaturday and Virden & District Youth

Choir also next week, the AUD Theatre
will enjoy an embarrassment of riches during the
first week of March.

The Sponge Bob Musical performed by the
Youth Choir has two showings mid-week, March
5 & 6. With two different casts, you might want
to take in two nights of this extravaganza. It will
be fun community theatre with performances by
grades 4 to 9 students under the direction of Luke
Munchinsky, Susan Martens, Monique Waller and
Kelsey Brown.

Through song and dance you will be plunged
into this drama where the citizens of Bikini Bot-
tom discover that a volcano will soon erupt and
destroy their humble home. Sponge Bob and his
friends must come together to save the fate of their
undersea world. With lives hanging in the balance
and all hope lost, a mostunexpected hero rises up.

Tickets are available at Flower Attic & Gifts.

Konektis Choir collection of top-notch vocalists
bring music and story together, live on stage. This
dynamic adult choir based in Brandon features
many local performers including VCI graduates.

Konektis shows are different every season and
with Michelle Chyzyk, Clint McLachlan and Marla
Fontaine directing, the Saturday matinee perform-
ance promises to be thrilling.

This spring concert includes lots of instrumen-
tation with “a full swing band prepped by Justine
(Gould) Burke,” says Chyzyk, and “some very
exciting choreography.”

The pieces come in many flavours. Bollywood
style, folk, a Shaker tune and a Swing medley in
this program.

Konektis recent performance in Brandon.

“It’s a spectacle, so much movement. We've
involved three different choreographers,” says
Fontaine. “It’s almost a movie script.”

You will hear music from around the world - a
first-class performance - right here in the AUD

PHOTO BY DANSO OF KEYWEST PHOTO

Theatre’s new comfy seats, Saturday, March 8 at
3pm.

Tickets will be available at the door, or ahead
of time through Eventbrite.

Submitted
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Marie Evelyne Gingras Shares a Personal Jour-
ney of Managing Gastroparesis in a Holistic Way
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada — Gastroparesis

New Book “The Green Path: Thriving
with Gastroparesis” reveals a natural
path to healing

can feel like an uphill battle, with traditional
treatments often leaving patients frustrated and
searching for alternatives. In the groundbreak-
ing new book, The Green Path: Thriving with
Gastroparesis, author Marie Evelyne Gingras
shares a deeply personal journey of overcoming
the condition using holistic, non-medical ap-
proaches that have restored her quality of life.

Refusing to accept that medications were the
only option, Marie Evelyne explored alternative
methods, including hypnosis, food alterna-
tives, relaxation techniques, pressure points,
and more. In The Green Path: Thriving with
Gastroparesis, she reveals the strategies that
have helped her regain control of her health,
offering hope and practical guidance for others
facing the same struggles.

“lI wanted a different path — one that sup-
ported my body’s natural ability to heal,” says
Marie Evelyne. “T’he Green Path: Thriving with
Gastroparesis is the book I wish I had when I
was first diagnosed. It is about more than just
managing symptoms; it is about reclaiming
your life.”

This book is a must-read for:

- Anyone diagnosed with gastroparesis looking
for natural and sustainable solutions

- Individuals seeking holistic approaches to
digestive health

- Those interested in mind-body healing and
alternative wellness practices

With a compassionate and encouraging voice,
The Green Path: Thriving with Gastroparesis
empowersreaders to take charge of their health
and explore natural methods that can make a
real difference. It is not just about survival — it
is about thriving.

The book will be available on February 20,
2025 in paperback, eBook, and hardcover
formats. For more information, interviews, or
review copies, please contact Marie Evelyne at
(204-512-0573).

About the Author

Marie Evelyne Gingras is a certified holistic
hypnotist and advocate for holistic healing
who has successfully managed Gastroparesis
in a holistic way. Through extensive research
and firsthand experience, she has discovered
alternative methods that work and is passionate
about sharing her story to help others on their
journey to better health.
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@ , @
Virden’s Scout and Guide groups

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON

Mayor Tina Williams met with members of Virden’s Scout and Guide groups to declare Founders Week. Lord and Lady Baden-Powell, the founders of the world
Scouting movement shared a birthday on Feb. 22, and they are recognized every year at this time. The local Scouts and Guides recently had a banquet, a winter
campout, an enrollment of new members and a ceremony in honour of the Baden-Powells.

Back (L-R): Nicholas Roach, Karys Douglas, Maisie Clarke, Mayor Tina Williams, Scouter Michael Tapp.
Front (L-R): Slater Sholdice, Nicholas Tapp, Jordin Sharp, Korbin Sholdice, Olivia Krohn, Ruby Draper, Desmond Flannery, Logan Krohn

Arts Mosaic to welcome Teagan Verner exhibition

PHOTO BY TEAGAN VERNER FINE ARTIST
Beautiful examples of Teagan Verner’s work. More

may be seen on her website: teaganvernerfinearts.

Arts Mosaic presents a new
exhibition with a reception on
March 7, at 7pm. It’s an oppor-
tunity for the community to meet the artist, view her works,
enjoy some jazz along with snacks.

“Teagan Verner is the featured March artist... and will be
displaying her artwork as well as being the musical guest at
the opening,”says Alix Potrebka, the Station gallery director.

Themusic thatwillbe featured at the opening receptionwill
be live jazz! The band is comprised of Westman community
members, a handful of which are BU music students,” says
Verner. “Thisband formyopeningreceptionisdifferentfrom
other opening receptions in the fact that I am the one who
put the band together, and will also be playing in the band.
You'll be able to catch me playing baritone saxophone. The
tunes we will be playing are Blue Bossa (written by Kenny
Dorham), Billie’s Bounce (written by Charlie Parker) and
Sandu (written by Clifford Brown).”

She says that while art is mainly a hobby at this point, she
does take on commissions every now and then.

“The exhibition titleis “Vivid Reflections”and in the main

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

gallerywillhave the 15 pieces thatbelong to Vivid Reflections.
The second gallerywill have miscellaneous pieces, including
my 10 from AP Art (Advanced Placement).”

Verner is a mixed-media realism artist with a focus on
portraiture. Art became an area of interest for her at the
age of 12 in 2014, and she has continued to practice since.

Her works explore colour more than anything else, using
limited pallets, brightcolours, or coloursonewouldn’texpect
to see while remaining naturalistic. Most of Verner’s concen-

Open House

Drop in. Have a coffee and donut.

Learn about DUC incentives.

MELITA Legion Memorial Hall
DELORAINE Community Hall
VIRDEN new Horizons Centre
STRATHCLAIR Community Centre
OAK RIVER Mmemorial Hall
BALDUR Argyle Drop-In Centre

11am to 7 pmin each location.

Door prizes and grand prize draw.

Funding for restoration programs is made possible
through a partnership with the Conservation Trust.

March 05
March 10
March 11
March 11
March 12
March 13

trations focus on self-portraiture, with self-reflection being
a main focus within the theme.

Mostly self-taught, her only formal art training was in
high school art classes and two semesters of figure drawing
at Brandon University, where her learning confirmed much
of what she already knew. Verner completed the Advanced
Placement Art program through Crocus Plains Regional
Secondary School in 2020, where she received a 5 out of 5
on her portfolio, earning her a university credit in grade 12.

This year, DUC will
provide nearly $12 million
in financial incentives to
farmers and ranchers in
southwestern Manitoba.

We'll pay you to:
& conserve wetlands + grasslands
& restore wetlands
& seed forage
& grow winter wheat
& improve marginal acres

ag.ducks.ca
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Oak Lake rancher awarded producer of the year

By Ken Waddell
FARMERS' ADVOCATE

Manitoba Angus Asso-
ciation 2024 Commercial
Producer Of The Year: The
Sawatsky Ranch

The Sawatsky Ranch is
located south-west of the
town of Oak Lake. It has al-
ways been a family venture
beginning in 1930 when
our grandfather bought it
and our grandmother had
a market garden to help
support it. Jake and Rosie
Sawatsky took over the oper-
ationin 1950 and theirseven
children all participated in
agricultural activities.

The five girls have fam-
ilies and live in Manitoba,
coming out frequently to
make themselves useful.

Danreceived a heifer calf
from his uncle when he was
born, drove tractor at the
age of nine, and has been
on the place full time since
the mid-seventies.

Davidstart- in the herd,
ed by buying and 1n 1990
a bred heifer we began
fromproceeds buying only
ofhis trapline. Angus bulls.
He works the The brand-
first part of ing pro-
the year as gram being
a tax profes- developed
sional and the showed po-
remainder on tentialand we
the ranch. recognized
David’s sons the calving
grew up do- easeaswellas
ing choresand the maternal
working with strength of
4H calvesand the breed.
are part of the Calving
labour pool. SUBMITTED PHOTO  gtarts in mid-

Nathanael Fromlefttorightare Dan, Nathaneal, David, Oliver receivingthe Commercial N\ [arch and is
is studying at Cattle Producer of the year award for 2024. Presenting the award is Taylor mostly done
Assiniboine Ginter, Director on the Manitoba Angus Association board. in six weeks.

Commun-
ity College in Brandon
and working at Heartland
Virden while building a
cow herd.

Oliver is employed at
Brandon Bearing’s rebuild
shop.

The operation consists
of four sections of owned
or rented land, with 10
quarters of pasture, five of
hay and one of cropland.
The grazinglandisdivided
into four one-bull and one

FOR YOUR AG INPUT & EQUIPMENT NEEDS

Heritage

Heritage
Ag Equipment
204-761-7412

Minnedosa
Agro 204-867-2749

Ag Hardware
204-867-5704

Strathclair
Agro 204-365-2491

Neepawa-Gladstone

Neepawa
Agro 204-476-3431 Agro 204-385-2906

Gladstone

Neepawa-Gladstone

Brandon
Agro 204-763-8998

Ag Equipment
204-841-0855

three-bull pastures with
stocking rates of twenty
pairs per quarter. Most
years cows graze until late
November.

Beginning in 1970 there
was usually an Angus bull

The calves
are sold in mid-October
with thirty replacement
heifers retained.

We attended 23 consecu-
tive Cattleman Connection
sales and have also bought
bulls from Stewart Cattle

Co., Ramrod, Youngdale,
and the Swindon Ranch.

Manitoba Angus breed-
ers have done an excellent
job of developing good
cattle which haveincreased
in popularity throughout
the years. Manitoba feeder
cattle have gained a reputa-
tion for quality, and Angus
beef'is a top tier product.

The above article was
written by Dan Sawatsky
and taken from the Mani-
toba Angus Association
website.

Nominations for the
Commercial Producer of
the Year are accepted from
the membership each year
and are decided on by the
board. The winner is pre-
sented with their award at
an MAA event. Dan, David,
Nathanael and Oliver were
all able to be at Ag Days
2025 where they were pre-
sented with the sign.

SIMMENTAL

BLACK ANGUS

IVING FOR
LVING EASE
RFORMANCE
CILITY AND

GRAM

7o U

RAL SOUNDNESS

YEARLING AND TWO YEAR OLD BULLS

MEERIAC

WE INVITE TO THE FARM TO TOUR THE BULLS
OR JOIN US SALE DAY

BRANDON, MANITOBA

MARCH 5™

WEDNESDAY AT 1:30 PM

GUEST CONSIGNORS: MC3 FARMS
ANGUS VALLEY FARMS | SPRINGHILL FARM

o i Fomes

YOUR HAT ON

CATALOGUE & VIDEOS ONLINE AT MARMACFARMS.NET

BREEDING RED ANGUS & SIMMENTAL CATTLE
THAT ARE MAKING A MARK IN THE
PUREBRED & COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIES!
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ManitobalBeeflRroducers
concenneditonlUSttrade)

IMAGE COURTESY OF
METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

By Ken Waddell
FARMERS' ADVOCATE

Manitoba Beef Producers believe the
threat of tariffs applied to the Canadian
Beef industry could very harmful. MBP
General Manager Carson Cowan said in
in interview with The Farmers Advocate,
“Tariffs would harm the integration of the
Canadian and United States beefindustry.
They wouldincrease prices on both sides of

the border and be detrimental to producers
and consumers.”

Carsonsaid, “Feedback from US produ-
cers indicates they know the the import-
ance of the integration.” Beefis produced,
processed and consumed in both countries.

Canada exports 50 per cent of live cattle
and processed beef and 75 per cent of the
exports go to the US. Canadian exports
amounted to about $6 billion in 2024

Keystone Agricultural Producers
announces hiring of
new General Manager

Submitted
KAP MEDIA RELEASE

“Following an extensive
recruiting process, I am
pleased to announce that
our Board of Directors has
selected Colin Hornby as
the new General Manager
of Keystone Agricultural
Producers,” said KAP
President, Jill Verwey.

Hornby has been with
KAP since June 2022
in the role of Manager,
Communications & Stake-
holder Relations. Prior to
this, he worked in govern-
ment at both the provincial
and federal levels, serving
elected officials and pro-
viding strategic advice to
senior staff and cabinet

ministers. He also had a
previous career working
in human resource man-
agement.

Hornby is a graduate of
the University of Mani-
toba, where he achieved
a Bachelor of Arts degree,
as well as RRC Polytech
where he received a cer-
tificate in human resource
management.

“I am thrilled to be
taking on this new op-
portunity with KAP,” said
Hornby. “Since joining the
team in 2022, I have been
focused on ensuring KAP
lives up to our vision of en-
suring a prosperous future
for all Manitoba farmers.
I look forward to serving
them in this new role and

advancing their interests
through our continued
collaboration and forging
of partnerships across the
agricultural landscape.”

Plant a seed in your

customers’ minds...

Put your ad here to
cultivate their interest!

204-476-3401 204-328-7494

6TH

ANNUAL

oATURDAY MARCH 6TH 2045 AT [PM

IN NEEPAWA, MANITOBA | LIVE ON DLMS

RANCHER"S SELECT

SIMMENTAL BULL SALE
SELLING 60 BLACK & RED YEARLING AND AGED BULLS

GRINALTAS SUPER ELITE SAS COPPERHEAD G354 ERIXON ASSET 91J

GENETICo FROM THESE SIRES SELL

RFS HEAVY HITTER H45 CKCCLD DIMENSION 8965 RF CALIBER O14G

SALES MANAGEMENT

Bohrson Marketing Services
www.bohrson.com

Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op
Bulk Petroleum, Propane,

Ei%%EEVEE[\]N LAND & CREST VIEW RANCH RKT SIMMENTALS
) Greg and Amanda Woychyshyn Kyle and Kelsey Taylor, Q
Ferry Woschyshynand Family  and famil Rick Toylor Lubricants & Cardlocks

Box 2035 Minnedosa, MB R0J 1E0
H:204.636.2677 C:204.867.7110
Crestviewcattleco@hotmail.com

Kyle: 204.867.7918
Rick: 204.867.7551
kyle@rktsimmentals.ca
www.rktsimmentals.ca

Box 301 Erickson, MB R0J OPO
H:204.865.2213
C:204.867.7139
Crestviewltd@gmail.com

Neepawa-Gladstone Call Tracy: 204-476-6908
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Ducks Unlimited Canada rewards Manitoba

farmers for outstanding agronomy

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB ROJ 1THO
P: 204-476-2336 | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca
www.patersons.ca

Submitted
Ducks UNLIMITED CANADA

Ducks Unlimited Can-
ada (DUC) has recognized
five farms in southwest
Manitoba for exemplary
techniques in establishing
perennial forages.

The winning fields were
judged to have the high-
est plant density, height,
diversity and lack of weeds
in new acres seeded in 2024
through DUC’s Forage Pro-
gram. Landowners shared
$10,0001in bonusincentives.

“To help make farms
more profitable and sus-
tainable, DUC provides
programsandincentives for
farmers who choose to re-
store and conserve habitat,”
explains Alex Griffiths,lead
agrologist for the Forage
Programin Manitoba. “We
are thrilled to celebrate the
achievements of these top
producers who increased
biodiversity on their land
by converting cropland to
grass.”

The Top Five

In 2024, landowners in
DUC’s Forage Program
seeded 5,200 acresin south-
west Manitoba and received
over $750,000 in incentive
payments. Among the 47
farms which participated,
these five were deemed
to have the best establish-
ments:

* Bridgeman Land & Live-
stock, Rapid City, Man.

e Bill and Nina Cowan,
Hartney, Man.

e Ekford Ranch, Rossburn,
Man.

e Blaine, Hilary and Van
Damme family, Baldur,
Man.

* Greg and Pam Wesley,
Carroll, Man.

“We truly live in pothole
country,” says Blaine van
Damme, who operates a
mixed grain and cattle farm
with his family. “For us,
there’s a ridge that’s always
disappointing with grain
farming so that’s what we
wanted to get rid of. We did
seedata heavyrate which,I

SUBMITTED PHOTO

— W JOHN'S-W—

ELECTRICLID

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Serving the Westman and Parkland Regions for over 45 years.
Neepawa, MB Dauphin, MB
204-476-3391 204-572-5028

Authorized GENERAC Sales & Service
Providing power back up systems for your farm and home

think, really does give youa
better stand. I watched the
DUC video on seeding tips
and used all the varieties
recommended so there’slots
of different species. And it
turned out really well! We
appreciate all the help we
got from DUC.”

“We were struggling with
some sour, salty areas and
looking at options to get it
back where we wanted and
decided to go with grass,”
explains Del Cowan, who
accepted the Top 5 award
with his father Bill. “We
did not do a cover crop,
but historically, we would
have. Based on input from
DUC, we didn’t. It turned
out pretty good.”

A record of
forage success

Farmers use perennial
forages to feed livestock
but environmental bene-
fits include reducing soil
compaction, building or-
ganicmatter andincreasing
water-holding capacity. Per-
ennial forages also capture
and store more carbon than
annual crops, which helps
mitigate climate change.
Research shows DUGC’s
Forage Program is helping
bring back declining popu-
lations of grassland birds
and waterfowl.

The Forage Programis a
partnership with Manitoba
Beef & Forage Initiatives
and funded in part by
Manitoba’s Conservation
Trust. Participating farm-
ers receive $125 per acre to
plant forages with top-up
incentives awarded for best
agronomic practices. Cus-
tom seed mixes and on-farm
advice are also offered. The
average producer payment
in 2024 was $12,500.

“We sowed a North-
Star seed blend at the end
of May,” explains Dallas
Kominko from Ekford
Ranch. “I work for an ag
retailerand sell three to four
thousand acres of grassseed
ayear and I preach the im-
portance of putting the seed
in the soil without a nurse
crop. We went with a real
high rate — 17 pounds per
acre. We got a good catch.
Cutitinmid-Augustand we
had a heck of a regrowth.”

DUC’s Forage Program
1s offered in all prairie
provinces. Introduced in
Manitoba in 2015, the pro-
gram has helped 433 farm-
ers establish 39,000 acres
of forage. DUC also funds
research into hay establish-
ment practices evaluating
variables including seeding
rate, use of cover crops and
phosphate application.

SERVING
Agriculture,
Construction,
Trucks & More

Shop 204-368-2361 « Cell 204-212-2020

D.M.W. Repair

Licensed Journeyman ¢ Reasonable Rates

* Truck Safeties

+ Equipped with Hydraulic Flow-meter &

Pressure Gauges for Hydraulic Testing.

* MPI Accredited

» Electrical Troubleshooting

« Air Conditioning Repair * Scan Tools for Autos
+ We now have a scan tool for semi trucks,

* Hydraulic hose repair

agricultural equipment and construction

equipment.
Corner of 91N & 82W ¢ RM Of Glenella-Lansdowne

4 Miles North of Arden on Hwy 352 & 2 Miles West

“DUC 1s led by science,”
explains Griffiths, “and
our success with forages is
science-backed and field
tested.”

To apply for the 2025
crop year or find out more
about DUC programs, call
Alex Grifhiths at 204-848-
0514 or visit ag.ducks.ca/
programs/manitoba/.

-
1.l 0.

PARTS & SERVICE

220 Hwy#5 North. Neepawa, Manitoba
204-476-3809

www.ticparts.com

Thanks for supporting the Farmers’ Advocate

It was definitely the horses that inspired me

to want to take over and be more involved
with the farm and the breeding program

that my dad, grandfather, and
great-grandfather worked on.”

Charity Martin Thevenot
Boulder Bluff Clydesdales, Strathclair, MB

Contact Sunrise Credit Union to meet with
an expert for your Farm Transition goals!

fXOad

sunrisecu.mb.ca

A
SUNRISE

CREDIT UNION
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RAMPTON SHINES IN FIRST SEASON FOR MIDLAND

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

enton’s Natalie Rampton has quickly proven
E herself to be an impact player in the American
ollegiate Hockey Association.

The daughter of Cameron and Sheri Rampton
is splitting time in net in her first year playing and
studying at Midland University. The Fremont, Neb.
institution’s women’s hockey team was ranked No. 5
in ACHA Division I, as of Feb. 21.

“Natalieisveryathletic and sheis technically sound,”
Midland University head women’s hockey coach Jason
White said. “Her ability to move side to side and chal-
lenge shots makes her one of the top goalies in the
ACHA”

As of Feb. 19, Rampton had an 11-2-0-0 record. Her
goal against average was 1.00 and her save percentage
was .946.

“I think the support from my team and coach has
allowed me to be successful ... Jason White has given
me many chances to play and prove myself, which can
be rare for a freshman goaltender,” Rampton said. “My
teammates are always excited to have me behind them
in net: their trustand positivity has allowed me to leave
any nerves behind and just play my game.”

Before heading south, she developed her game with
the UI8 AAA Yellowhead Chiefs. Rampton hasnoticed
some differences between the AAA and ACHA levels.

“I have found that university hockey is much more
intense than my past experience in AAA,” she said.
“The players are faster and shoot harder, and as a

goaltender I had to advance my game to meet those
standards. I feel as a goaltender at this level you have
to limit the amount of mistakes you make, as the game
is more structured and players capitalize on rebounds
or bad angles much more.”

In addition to the factors mentioned before, another
key aspect of Rampton having success this season is the
ongoing support of her parents.

“They enrolled me in hockey at the age of four and
I started full time goaltending at the age of eight,” she
said. “My dad was a goalie when he was young so he was
my coach and taught me everything he knew.

“My parents have always been my biggest supporters,
they drove countless hours to get me to the rink and
spent even more time in the stands cheering me on.
This is harder now that I am so far from home, but I
know they are watching every single live stream and
they make the long trip to come watch me play when
they can.”

Off the ice, Rampton is studying mathematics. She
earned a spot on the President’s List during the fall
semester.

“Being at Midland has opened up a whole new world
of opportunities for me, it has allowed me to explore
new places and meet new people from all kinds of back-
grounds,” Rampton said. “The intensity of the hockey
program here at Midland issomething thatI have always
craved, everyone works exceptionally hard and pushes
each other to get better. Most of all I have enjoyed my
team. I have made lasting connections with every one
of my teammates. I feel that we have a very special and
tight-knit group of girls this year.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Natalie Rampton.

O1L KINGS DISPATCH BISONS

PHOTO BY DALE DAVISON

The Virden Oil Kings line of Bradley Bowles, Jeremy Johnson, and Ty Lewis is dominant in game three of
their playoff series versus Melita. They were part of eight of Virden'’s nine goals in the win.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

T he Virden Oil Kings are headed to the Tiger

Hills Hockey League Western Division finals.

The senior squad swept the Melita Bisons,

3-0,in their best-of-five THHL divisional semifinal

series. Bradley Bowles and Ty Lewis paced Virden

with 13 points. Lewis scored eight goals while
Bowles had five.

“With a short bench for most of the series, we
had some guys making a second effort to get to
games,” Oil Kings stalwart Keifer Johnston said.
“Our goaltending, (Eric) Reid and (Tristin) Rinn,
stepped up and made some big saves to keep the
momentum our way.

“Our top guys were also our top guys the whole
series, stepping up and putting games away for us.”

The Oil Kings now wait to see who triumphs in
the other Western semis matchup - Boissevain versus
Hartney. The Hartney Blues led their foe 2-1, as of
Feb. 24. The Oil Kings split their two regular season
games with Hartney and defeated Boissevain twice.

Game One
Oil Kings 11, Bisons 1

The Virden Oil Kings’ offensive onslaught was
relentless on Feb. 19. The hosts led 3-1 after the
first period. The Oil Kings were on top 7-1 at the
second intermission. While the goals came often,
the Virden defence allowed only 13 shots. Reid
made 12 saves.

Lewis racked up eight points on the night, He

lit the lamp four times. Bowles had a hattrick and
three assists for six points. Derek LeBlanc’s four
pointsincluded two goals. Dillin Stonehouse found
the back of the net once and picked up two assists
for three points.

Virden’s other goal came from Colin Cook. Tan-
ner Koroscil had four assists.

Lucas Oliver scored Melita’s goal. Dez Ramsey
made 32 saves for the Bisons.

Game Two
Oil Kings 4, Bisons 1

The visiting Virden team was able to get out to
a 2-0 lead on Feb. 21. Eric Lemoine opened the
scoring and Bowles made it 2-0 in the final second
of the period.

The Bisons got on the scoreboard when Mike Til-
bury scored just 52 seconds into the second period.
LeBlanc put the lead back up two, 3-1, before three
and a half minutes were gone by in the frame. In
the third, Elisha Bambridge scored with the man
advantage for Virden.

Reid stopped 25 shots for the Oil Kings. Ramsey
had 30 saves.

Game Three
Oil Kings 9, Bisons 4

Back at home on Feb. 22, the Oil Kings’ offence
was once again firing on all cylinders. Virden led
4-1 after the first period. It was up 7-4 after two.

Lewis scored four goals and collected five points.
Jeremy Johnson had three goals and an assist for
four points. Bowles scored once and assisted on
five goals for a team-high six points. Joel Cosens
had Virden’s other goal. Jackson Orr recorded two
assists. Rinn made 23 saves for the Oil Kings.

Ramsey fended off 37 shots. Scoring for Melita
were Oliver (two), Cole Oliver, and Nial Mills.
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OI1L CAPS PLAY PACKED SCHEDULE

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Virden Oil Capitals have been very busy.

The Manitoba Junior Hockey League team
played four games in six days last week. Veteran
defenceman Tyler Dodgson said:

“Weeks like these are great because it gets us in a
rhythm of playing games basically every other day,
similar to what the schedule is like in playoffs. This
week is especially playoff-like as we are playing some of
the top teams in the league while fighting for a playoff
spot, allowing us to get in the playoff mindset before
they even start.”

The team was 0-4 last week. As previously reported
in the Empire-Advance, it fell 8-2 to Winkler. The Oil
Capitals then lost 5-4 to Portage, 5-3 to Neepawa, and
4-1 to the Steinbach Pistons.

Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey said the team’s
focusis “to continue to compete for a playoff spot. The
last five have been up and down for us and we have
been unable to get things done in games that we have
played well in. We just need to keep our heads down
and grind for every point we can get.”

The team had two mid-week contests thisweek. They
were in Waywayseecappo on Feb. 25 and on the road
against the Winnipeg Blues on Feb. 26. Both games
were after the Empire-Advance deadline. The Oil
Caps’ next home game is on March 4 when they host
the Niverville Nighthawks.

Pistons 4, Oil Caps 1
After the Pistons took a 1-0 first period lead on Feb.

22, Oil Capitals forward
Bryce Bryant tied things
upin the second. The host
Pistonsscored threein the
third period, including
one into an empty net.

Virden goalie Loic
Moron made 32 saves.
Christian Green had 20
for Steinbach. Scoring for
the Pistons were James
Fuchs, Connor Paronuzzi,
Brayden Barnett, and
Brayden Berg.

The contest was played
at La Broquerie’s HyLife
Centre. The Pistons are
playing there while await-
ing completion of the
Southeast Event Centre.

Titans 5, Oil Caps 3

The Oil Capitals held a 2-1 lead early in the second
period athome on Feb. 20. The Titanswere able to take a
3-2lead by the end of the frame. They outscored Virden,
2-1, including an empty net goal in the third period.

Scoring for Virden were Noel Englot (two) and Bryant.
Morin made 20 saves for the Oil Caps.

Neepawa got its goals from Mason Hartley, Logan
Paquette, Caden Hegarty, Jack Clark, and Dawson Mc-
Cann. The Titans’ Mason Lobreau stopped 28 shots.

Terriers 5, Oil Caps 4
On the road on Feb. 19, the Virden team led 2-1 and

PHOTOS BY VIRDEN OIL CAPS

Virden Oil Caps took on the Neepawa Titans on February 20, 2025.

3-1 at the intermissions. The Terriers outscored the Oil
Caps 4-1 in the third to secure the win.

Dodgson, Englot, Liam Goertzen,and Marshall Light
lit the lamp for Virden. Virden goalie Gavin Renwick
stopped 21 shots.

Scoring for Portage were Nolan Nenow (two), Willam
McKay, Adam Belzil, and Caleb Lepitre. Ryan Velan
started in goal for the Terriers and made three saves
on six shots. Mitchell Kathler came on in relief and
had 15 saves on 16 shots.

RENWICK, BOURDON HELP OIL CAPS

Gavin Renwick.

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

LucBourdon and Gavin Renwick are two of the Virden
Oil Capitals’ unsung contributors this season.

Bourdon is a rookie defenceman battling to earn ice
time and help his team. An experienced Manitoba Junior
Hockey League goalie, Renwick is always ready to guard
the net when called upon.

“Both guys have improved their game by working hard
in practices and being ready for their opportunitieswhen
they arise,” Virden head coach Tyson Ramsey said. “They
are great teammates and work hard off the ice to get bet-
ter. They have really added to the depth of our team.”

Gavin Renwick
The 2005-born Renwick is in his fourth MJHL sea-

son. The Wellwood product spent two campaigns with
the Neepawa Titans before competing for the Portage
Terriers last season. The Oil Capitals acquired him last
summer. He billets with Tyler and Serena Strachan and
their daughters Emery and Austyn.

Renwick enjoys his position because it “is different than
any other position in hockey. Thereisalotof thinking and
repetition involved andit’salwaysfun to alwaysbelearning
new things about the game and new techniques and pick
things away from other goalies. I also think it’s cool how
no two goalies are the same and different things work for
different guys, the position is unique to each individual.”

He is one of four Oil Capitals’ netminders who have
played at least seven games this season. Renwick started
the season partnering with Nik Trakakis. Peyton Shore
laterjoined the Oil Capitalsfrom Western HockeyLeague’s
RedDeerRebelsin October. Atthattime, Renwick stepped
away from the squad. However, he stayed ready.

“Throughout October and November I skated with the
senior team in Carberry a bit and skated with a local guy
in town that used to play in the MJHL,” Renwick said.

The Rebels eventually recalled Shore and Renwick re-
joined the team. Trakakiswasswapped to the Saskatchewan
Junior Hockey League’s Nipawin Hawks and Loic Morin
joined the team. On the season, the 5-foot-10, 180-pound
Renwick had a 4.37 goals against average, as of Feb. 23.

Luc Bourdon

Hailing from Prince Albert, Sask., Bourdon joined the
Oil Capitals after three U18 AAA seasonswith the Tisdale
Trojans. He said that Junior A has been different from
UI8 AAA on and off the ice.

“In junior, you have a lot more obligations to various
volunteering opportunitiesand alotmore games through-
out the season,” Bourdon said. “In terms of play on the
ice, the game gets faster and more physical at this level for
sure, so I definitely had to make adjustments to handle
the speed and physicality that we see in games.”

Luc Bourdon.

Theb5-foot-11,180-pound defenceman had threeassists
in 24 games, as of Feb. 23. He said that playing in Virden
for the Oil Capitals has been “awesome so far”.

“The people that you get to meet and relationships
you get to build in a small town atmosphere like Virden,
are definitely a part of what makes being an Oil Cap so
special. We're also very fortunate to have lots of great
people in our organization, helping us to grow as people
and as players.”

Bourdon billets with Diana MacDonald. He said, “Her
and her family have been great, always extremely positive
and very welcoming. It’s been pretty awesome to live out
in the country and learn about how they operate their
farm. It really makes it a lot easier to move away from
home when you get to live and spend time with great
people like them everyday.”
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GERRY NOLAN

In 1995 I'was having big
time issues with my back. I
had missed the last couple
of weeks in the playoff
games last season and I
started to think of calling
it quits.

In the new season, my
sciaticnervestarted tohurt.

EAB

Itwas hard to bend over to
tie my skates and tougher
yet when you got bumped
along the boards or break-
ing up a scuffle. I started
to cancel assignments and
really started to come face-
to-face with retiring from
officiating.

When I was younger, I
saw too many guys stay on
the ice to officiate when
their prime was well past. I
didnotwantthattohappen
to me. I was going to leave
when I was ready.

One night in Elkhorn
whenIwasdoinglinesIwas
breaking up a scuffle and
my back spasmed. I could
barelymove.Ithought,why
am I out here? This is no
fun anymore. This was in
November of 1995.

With a lot of hard
thought, [ knew it was time
and I was okay with that. I
had done probably 2000
games and considered
myself fortunate to work

as many games as I had. I
had met so many wonder-
ful hockey people in that
time. I'was blessed to work
that long.

January 10,Irefereed my
last game in Birtle. They
were playing Miniota. Itwas
the 20-year anniversary of
the Birtle arena

The game in itself was
a walk in the park, just 2
teams playing the game.
I had also started letting
people knowlwashanging
up the skates and putting
away my whistle.

January 17 was my last
game. It was in Virden, as
Virden was playing Minne-
dosa that evening. The

game was a very easy game,
no silly stuff going on.

As I was skating off the
ice I thought well I am
done, it has been a slice
and headed to the official
dressing room.

After the game many
of my fellow officials from
Virden came in to shake
hands and congratulate
me on a solid career. It
was a great way to leave the
game thatIlove somuch!I
think thatnightI even sold
my referee sweater to Cory
Flecknor, so there was no
turning back.

A few days after my last
game, I received a phone
callfrom Garth Mitchellin

Elkhorn. HesaidIhearyou
are not going to officiate
anymore. I said yes that is
right. He asked me if Twas
sure about that, and I said
yes, Iam sure. Hisnextsen-
tence to me was one I have
neverforgotten. Garthsaid,
“Well that is sad, we need
more officials like Gerry
Nolan not less.”

Thiswaswithoutadoubt
the biggest compliment I
had ever received. Garth is
one of the most respected
hockey people in all of
Manitoba. Brings a tear to
my eye just thinking about
that phone call. Thank you
Garth!
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HOTEL,

LOUNGE, AND
RESTAURANT

0Oak River,
MB ROK 01O
(204) 566-2131

Sunday
Buffet
March 9th
4pm - 8pm

Dr. Shannon Gervin, D.C.

A- ) ) ) /‘
: Reston/Melita Chiropractic Clinic E

Box 456 Melita, MB ROM 110

Tues and Thurs 8:30a - 4:30p

Reston- 204-877-3104
223-4th St, Reston
Mon and Fri 8:30a - 4:30p

Melita- 204-522-3543
155 Summit St, Melita

462 7th Ave South
Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-3608
Fax: 204-748-3643
Email: phys1st@mymts.net

www.physiofirstclinic.ca

1129 19th Street
Brandon, MB
Phone: 204-727-6806
Fax: 204-728-3489
Email: phys1st@mymts.net

McNEILLHARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Glen Harasymchuk, B. Sc., LL. B. e Anique Timmerman, JD
e Jessica Humpbhries, JD

Buckingham Building, 243 Raglan Street West
P.0. Box 520, Virden, MB ROM 2C0

\

I aviso
wealth

® 1204-748-6823

© 512- 7Ave South, Virden, MbROM2CO PO Box 975

Mutual funds and other securities are offered through
Aviso Wealth, a division of Aviso Financial Inc.

Meighen Haddad..»

LAW FIRM

Phone: 204-748-1220  Fax: 204-748-3007

IBDO

CANADA LLP www.bdo.ca

Chartered Professional Accountants

Accounting and Auditing + Ag Advisory and Farm Programs
Bankruptcy and Insolvency « Business Advisory
Business Valuations « Estate and Succession Planning
Information Technology Solutions « Taxation Services

255 Wellington St W, Virden | 204-748-1200 | 1-866-236-7656

Ashley T.Joyce  Stephen K. Branigan
ajoyce@mbhlaw.ca skbranigan@mhlaw.ca
Virden Redvers, SK
255 Wellington St. W. 21 Railway Avenue,
Virden, Manitoba ROM 2CO Redvers, Saskatchewan
204.725.8769 306.452.6016
@ www.mhlaw.ca f& @mhlaw.ca () @MHLaw.ca

Assiniboine

WINDOW & DOOR

! ‘
Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -

Call Kevin Bonner today! 204.851.5240
JELD'WEN.

WINDOWS & DOORS

Voes Facebook support local?

Has your organization ever called
up Facebook and asked them for a
donation to your cause? Local business
rely on local support to exist.

Shop local today.

Empire-
Advance

CONTACT US TODAY TO BOOK YOUR SPACE!

virdenempireadvance@outlook.com
431-351-1628

ONLY $30.00
+ GST PER WEEK
when hooked for 52 weeks
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Elkhorn cheers Sanheim on to gold

By Robin Wark
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

Strongly cheered on by his hometown, Elkhorn’s

Travis Sanheim helped Team Canada win gold
at the 4 Nations Face-Off.

In the final, at 8:18 of overtime, against the United
States, Connor McDavid took a pass from Mitch Marner
and fired home the winning goal in the gold medal
game. Canada triumphed 3-2in a contest that, accord-
ing to the NHL, was watched by 6.3 million people in
Canada and 9.3 million in the United States.

“Thatwasunreal. Hard to describe,” Sanheim wrote
in the final of a series of blogs he penned for NHL.
com. “That moment that Connor McDavid put that
puckin the net,Iam going to remember that moment
for the rest of my life. To be a part of this is something
so special. Not only to represent your country, but
to have the result happen the way it did in overtime
against our biggest rival. It’s a dream come true.”

The son of Kentand Shelly Sanheim played his role
wellwhile helping Canada tovictory. The Philadelphia
Flyers defenceman played 18:29 over 31 shifts in the
gold medal game. He had one shot on goal and a zero
plus-minus rating.

Sanheim was paired with St. Louis Blues’ Colton
Parayko in the final. Nick Tricome of the PhillyVoice
wrote in a Feb. 21 article that they “were constantly
stepping in the way of pass attempts to the inside,
used their size to their advantage in the corners, and
then put their puck-possession prowess along the blue
line to work to hold possession in the offensive zone.”

Backhome, Sanheim had huge supportfrom family,
friends, and the communityatlarge. Rural Municipal-
ity of Wallace-Woodworth Reeve Clayton Canartsaid:

“On behalf of our community, I want to extend our
heartfelt congratulations to Travis on his well-earned
selection to Team Canada for the 4 Nations Tourna-
ment. To be chosen among the best hockey players
in the country is an incredible honour, and it speaks
volumes about his skill, dedication, and mindset as
an athlete.

“Hearing Travis Sanheim from Elkhorn, Manitoba
on the broadcasts certainly represented our commun-
ity with pride. His performance on the ice has shown
why he belongs at this elite level. His hard work and
perseverance are inspiring, and we are so fortunate
to have him as a role model for our young athletes.

“Ithas been truly exciting to see the overwhelming
support from our community—painted windows in
storefronts, jerseys hanging in windows, and a buzz of
excitement as everyone cheered on Travis and Team
Canada. The timing of the win and barn burner of a
final exemplified the experience. The pride we feel is
undeniable, and we will continue to stand behind him
as he wears the Philadelphia Flyers crest on his chest.

LY

Don’T Do I YouRsELF

CROSS

PLUMBING & HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING ~ DRAIN CLEANING
PLUMBING HEATING

204-748-2108

“He has spoiled us now
and we alllook forward to
watching him in action
again the next time he
represents our country,
and we know he will con-
tinue to make us proud.
Congratulations, Travis!”

In one ofhisblogs, San-
heim noted that his wife,
parents, twin brotherand
two oldersisterswere all at
the event. On Facebook,
his mother posted:

“From the Sanheim
Family....Words cannot
be enough to show our
community, family &
friends the appreciation
we had from all of youl!
Special moments with
every picture, text, video
of our community show-
ing support for Travis &
Team Canada. We are not
surprised by the love and
support shown to our son and family! We have always
said and it holds truer today than ever....'It takes a
village to raise a child!’”

Elkhorn’s pride for Sanheim and Team Canadawas
ondisplay thanksin parttoan effortled by the Elkhorn
Community Action Report steering committee. The
school, businesses and home owners decorated with
Canadian flags, Team Canada jerseys, the maple leaf,
homemade signs saying “Go Travis”and “Sanheim 67,
and more. Local female Yellowhead Chiefs hockey
players helped decorate at the Elkview Lodge and
Elkwood Manor.

The Elkhorn and District Community Center ice
cleaning machine was decked outin Canada flags. At
Elkhorn schools, the Grade 4 and 5s created player bios
for Team Canada and hung them up on the hallway
bulletin boards. These are just a few of the expres-
sions of supportthatwere displayed in the community.

Tanner Kyle grew up with Sanheim and was his
hockey teammate for many years. He said:

“It was pretty amazing watching Travis play for
Team Canada in the 4 Nations final. If anyone knows
Travis personally, you know how much being on that
team, let alone winning, means to him. He has been
extremely dedicated and worked his whole life to be
where he is today. As someone who played alongside
him until he jumped to the nextlevel, it’s no surprise
to see him earn a spot wearing the Canadian sweater
for Team Canada. When you spend that much time
together on and off the ice, you almost become broth-

and Kimberlee Malcolm.

CALL

TODAY

A PROFESSIONAL

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Local female Yellowhead Chiefs hockey players spent their day off school helping
to get the Elkview Lodge and Elkwood Manor ready for the 4 Nations Face Off. The
seniors were ready to cheer on Travis and all of Team Canada. L to R: Bryeigh Barnes

ers and it shows with all of his buddies that travelled
to watch him play. Even at a young age he was always
a step above everyone else and you knew he’d be go-
ing the places he is now. It’s no surprise to anyone
and he belongs in that room full of great Canadian
NHL players and on the ice playing with the best of
the best in the world. I feel he’s just scratched the sur-
face of what he’s capable of in his career with his skill
and work ethic, along with the support of his family,
friends, and community of Elkhorn around him. I am
incredibly happy to see him lift that trophy and will
be forever proud to call him a brother.”

The 4 Nations Face-Off will be a huge highlight of
what has been arguably the best season of Sanheim’s
professional career. As of Feb. 22, he had six goals
and 21 assists for 27 points. Heading into the 4 Na-
tions event, Sanheim led the Flyersin ice time with an
average of more than 24 a game. He is a crucial part
of his NHL team’s penalty kill — including earning
two shorthanded assists. As of Feb. 22, Sanheim was
seventh in the NHL with 128 blocked shots.

At the start of the 4 Nations Face-Off, Sanheim
was scratched for Team Canada’s 4-3 overtime victory
against Sweden in Montreal. With Shea Theodore in-
jured, Sanheim stepped into the lineup for Canada’s
second contest —a 3-1 loss in Montreal to the United
States. In Boston, Sanheim helped Team Canada to
a 5-3 win over Finland. With Canada leading 3-0,
Sanheim took a shot on net. It was stopped but he
got an assist as Brayden Point scored on the rebound.

Serving
¢ Agricultural
e Commercial
e Dilfield
* Residential

940, 7th Avenue
Virden, MB ROM 2C0

Phone: (204) 748-2790
Email: info@Irbelectric.ca
Web: www.Irbelectric.ca

Services:

* Plumbing

* Heating

« HVAC

* Hydronics

e Geothermal

» Septic Tank

* Electric &
Gas Boilers

Contact:

iInfo@pphmb.com
204-748-1788
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YOU COULD STILL PLAY IN THE NCAA IF

THAT'S YOUR DREAM

IMHIFIL [Rleckzy”

DEREK HoLTOM

Some interesting news
to the west of us as a
long-time SJHL fran-
chise is on the move.

The Notre Dame
Hounds, who have
played out of Wilcox,
Sask., since 1987, have
tentatively been granted
permission to move the
team to Warman, Sask.,
which is a small but fast-
growing city just north
of Saskatoon (think
of it like you would
Steinbach, except much
closer to the largest city
in the province —in this
case, Saskatoon).

The Hounds are
known for some
famous alumni, in-

cluding Curtis Joseph,
Rod Brind’Amour, Jeff
Ulmer, Wendel Clark
and Vincent Lecava-
lier. But in the ever-

changing economy of
junior hockey, having a
junior A team play in a
community of just 260
or so people just isn’t
feasible.

The community,
roughly 30 minutes
south of Regina, is
known more for its
school, which also in-
cludes robust sports
programs. The majority
ofthe fansin attendance
are students, and they
are not paying to come
watch their schoolmates
play — in fact they’re
probably too busy with
their own sport to be at
the rink much.

The financials of a
team like that are ever-
harder to justify. Con-
sider the price of fuel,
food, staff, etc. — it’s
only going in one dir-

ection (especially with
inflationary taxes that
go up every year such
as the carbon tax). But
there’sanotheraspectof
the changing game that
was more than hinted at
by the Hounds.

“The current finan-
cial picture is not sus-
tainable and our ability
to make the operation
sustainable is limit-
ed,” President Charlie
Skipper told Darrell
Romuld and Donovan
Maess of CTV Regina.
“Particularly, in light
of the uncertainties
in junior-level hockey
given changesinleagues
and systems of Canada
and the United States.”

What I take that to
mean is previously you
could attract some top-
level talent to the junior
Alevel with the hope for
a NCAA scholarship,
something that would
not be possible if you
played major junior
hockey. That’s not the
case anymore as the
NCAA is now allowing
major junior hockey
players to earn scholar-
ships.

And if you're a top-
end player, why wouldn’t
you play in the WHL
given the chance? You
could still play in the
NCAA if that’s your
dream. Or you could
get drafted and go pro.
You could even take the
scholarship money and
play for a Canadian uni-
versity after your junior
career.

You can see what’s
happening in real time
this year in terms of
talent moving around.
The WHL started to
scoop up top junior A
talent wherever they
could, including several
players from the MJHL
(Jackson Kostiuk from
the Pistons- now with
the Prince Albert Raid-
ers-being a more recent
example). The WHL
also poached several
players from the break-
away BCHL league,
who then in tern also
starting drawing play-
ers from other junior
A leagues to replenish
their rosters, including
the MJHL (Wayway'’s
Dru Mushmanski being
an obvious example).

Factor in other junior
leagues down south, in-
cluding the USHL and
the NAHL, attracting
Canadian players, and
you can see how it could
be difficult to recruit
and ice a strong team
in many junior A com-
munities. The MJHL
taking away the draft
(likely out of necessity
due to recent lawsuits
in other leagues) and
providing players with
aveto on trades further
complicates matters.

And finally, the grow-
ing cost to simply play
hockey at the grassroots
level, with the corres-
ponding decline youth
actually playing hockey
(despite the population
in Canada growing)
adds its own difficulties
to the economy of run-
ning a junior A hockey
teams.

Fans from The Pas
to Winkler and every-
where in between enjoy
coming out to cheer on
their junior team. Butin
lightofrecentevents, it’s
clear some changes are
going to be needed all
across the board to keep

hockey viable in many
communities long term.
And frankly I just don’t
see those changes hap-
pening anytime soon.
We may soon see more
teams not relocating
but ceasing to exist, and
that’s a shame.

Forward Connor
Paronuzzi from the
Steinbach Pistons leads
the charge this week for
the MJHL’s Original 16
Players of the week. In
three games, Paronuzzi
lit up the opposition,
scoring five goals and
adding seven assists for
12 points to add to his
league-leading point
total.

Teammate Grady
Hoffman from the
Steinbach Pistons was
also recognized after
he scored twice and
added six assistsin three
games.

The final winner for
the week is forward
Havryil Simchuk from
the Dauphin Kings. In
three games Simchuk
scored three goals and
also added three assists
for a six-point week.

Four Nation Cup

7o WIRTER

GERRY NOLAN

witness our national pastime at its best. It

was well worth the wait, and it was worth all
the hype. The 4 countries involved really put on a
show of their talent. Teams from Canada, United
States, Sweden and Finland were dynamic in the
effort put forth in this tournament.

Some wondered what the hockey would be like?
Well, I think the answer was game 7 every single
game. You will not see any better hockey than
what we saw.

With the NHL so watered down with so many
teams, this event was the creme de la creme. The
players on all teams really laid it out there on the

For a few days in February, Canadians got to

line, for the enjoyment of hockey fans all over the
world. The entertainment was out of sight. The
speed of the games was, I really have no words for
it. Making plays at top speed was unbelievable.
Super hockey, I cannotwait for the Olympics, when
we get to watch these players display their talents
one more time.

At one time because of the 1972 summit series,
it was always playing those hated Russians. With
Russia not able to compete at this time the United
States vs Canada matchup has taken on a life of
its own.

Canadaaswe all knowwasvictorious, again. Our
team led by Sidney Crosby our captain followed
Crosby’s lead. Crosby is one of the most humble
leaders you could ever ask for. We deal with our
opponents with RESPECT. We do not shoot off our
mouth, telling others how greatwe are. We justwin!

The United States felt they should have won this
game, but they did not.

Politics got involved through this series as well,
and with all that is going on between the 2 na-
tions, it just added fuel to the fire. I felt many of
the players from the United States like Trump are
very disrespectful and love to shoot their mouths
off. Anyway, being second is not all bad.

We won, that is all that matters. What did we

learn from this tournament as a hockey nation.
Well we are still the best, that is a fact.

Ifound Canadacoach Jon Coopersorefreshing in
his post game comments. Some of which is so true.

First thing he said is how well we check and
forecheck, and we did. Give our opposition no
time and space.

Scotty Bowman, alegendary Canada coach used
to say you need to be able to check if you are go-
ing to win. Perhaps our national junior program
needs to listen to their peers as this was obviously
one of the biggest problems with this edition of
our junior team.

A huge congratulations to Elkhorn native son
Travis Sanheim on the gold medal win for Canada,
you make us all proud of your accomplishments.
Travis would look really good with Morrissey for
the Jets. I look forward to seeing Travis play with
the Olympic team next year.

We are sitting at the top of the hockeyworld. The
boys gave our nation a huge lift when we needed
it most, thank you Team Canada!

Cactus Jack Wells, who covered the Winnipeg
Blue Bombers for years had an expression he used
after a Bomber win that we can apply to team
Canada and their fans. Jack used to say, “and it
turned out nice again!”

Discover the Best Local Businesses Right Here
in Your Local Newspaper

Grand Openings * Retail Sales * Special Offers
Local Professionals * Activities & Events * & Much More

Empire-
Advance

serving virden & area since 1885

CONTACT
US TODAY TO

ADVERTISE!

204-748-3931
305 Nelson Street West, Virden
Office Hrs: Mon-Fri / 9am-12pm
empireadvance.ca




20 VirpenN EmPIRE ADVANCE FEBRUARY 28, 2025

= GLASSIFIEDS =

Help Wanted

Thank-you

Many thanks for the

[O08 A

Tk

numerous cards, gifts,
‘ and phone calls |
received on my 98th
birthday, all are greatly

appreciated.

~ From Len Collier

In Memory

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF

IN LOvING MEMORY OF

cAudreey Collior
FEBRUARY 28, 2018

Although the world keeps turning
And the sun comes up each day,
Life has never been the same
Since you were called away.

You were a special person

So gentle, good and kind

And have left the sweetest memories
And thoughts of you behind.

We only wish there was a way

That we could see you a few more hours
To thank you for the joy you brought
Into this life of ours.

Love FrRoM LEN,
BEV, BRIAN, RAYMOND, PATRICIA, JANICE
& FAMILIES

For Sale

Farmland for Sale in
RM of Pipestone

2025 Assessment 2024 Taxes

NW 12-7-27 WPM $134,100 $333.18

Land is located on Road #2 Highway and Huston
Road in the RM of Pipestone. Frontage or Area:
139.68 Acres as per 2024 Property Tax Bill. Land
has been used as hayland (alfalfa/brome) for past
several years. Land is fenced. Manitoba Hydro
Meter on property to old yard site.

NW 12-7-27 WPM: MTS Caveat in place (MTS
Tower situated on property).
*EXC Road Plan 1353 BLTO; EXC Plan 43187
BLTO; EXC ALL that portion taken for the Right of
Way of the Canadian Pacific Railway to SS Plan
42411 BLTO.
Mineral and oil rights are exempt.
Interested parties should rely on their own
inspection.
Highest or any offers not necessarily accepted.
2024 taxes are paid, 2025 taxes will be paid by the
purchaser.
Deadline for offers is Friday, Mar. 7, 2025.
For more information, call or text 204-918-3840.
Offers to be mailed to:

High Bluff Ranch Ltd.

PO Box 57

Reston MB

ROM 1X0

Announcement

{Cmcna

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

» GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

e Useyour LOGO!

 Create instant top of
mind awareness

« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

« We formatit, to
make it look great!

« Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

« The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

ELKHORN KENTON

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
ASSISTANT CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Job Description

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated individual with excellent administration and finance skills for the position of Assistant Chief
Administrative Officer.

Under the direction of the Chief Administrative Officer (CAQ), the Assistant Chief Administrative Officer will assist the CAO in performing all duties as
directed by the CAQ and to act on behalf of the CAQ in their absence; providing services to all residents and ratepayers in an efficient and effective manner.

The successful candidate should possess excellent financial and managerial attributes.

Duties and Responsibilities
o Assist the GAQ in the daily operations of the Municipality
© Develop reports, by-laws, and municipal policies
 Develop, manage, and administer annual and multi-year capital and operating budgets
o Create strategic and long-range people resource planning for the Municipality - ensuring an engaged workforce resulting in optimal people performance
 Coordinate approval process of subdivisions, conditional use orders and variation orders with conditions from Council
o Act as the Municipality's FIPPA Officer and Senior Election Official
o All other duties as assigned

Skills and Qualifications
 Holds a Certificate in Manitoba Municipal Administration, or Professional designation in any related filed of the assigned portfolio will be an asset.
© Work experience with Muniware or similar municipal accounting software will be an asset
e Knowledge of Manitoba municipal provincial and federal legislation relating to municipalities
 Knowledge and experience of the Manitoba Planning Act and processes
e Strong communication, people management, and organizational skills

MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTANT
Job Description

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated individual for the maternity leave term position of Municipal Accountant at the Virden
Municipal Office. The position starts immediately with a projected end date of March 31, 2026. The successful candidate will be responsible and
accountable for the overall financial management of the Municipality. This position will report directly to the Chief Administrative Officer (CAQ).

Duties and Responsibilities

© Assist the Municipality with long term financial and strategic planning, and risk management strategies

e Assist Council with the preparation and implementation of the Annual Financial Plan, as approved by Council

e Ensure that all programs and services are delivered to all residents and ratepayers in a manner making best efficient and effective use of the financial
resources of the Municipality and as outlined in the Municipality’s Financial Plan

 Manage the ongoing control of the accounting, budgeting, credit, insurance, tax, and borrowing issues of the Municipality

* Vianage payroll administration and submission of all documentations required for the municipal benefits plan; Workers Compensation Board and other
relevant legislative requirements

o Supervise the day-to-day financial operations of the Municipality and continually strive to improve financial operating procedures and improving upon
the control systems in place where possible

 Maintain the Municipality’s ledger accounts and be solely responsible for their ongoing review and any/all changes

e Ensure that all external reporting is completed in a timely manner as required within Provincial and Federal legislation

e Uphold a strict level of confidentiality

o All other duties as assigned

Skills and Qualifications
© Previous work experience in a financial management capacity, preferably working in a municipal environment is required
e A Chartered Professional Accountant designation will be an asset
o A Certificate in Manitoba Municipal Administration will be an asset
© Experience with the Muniware Accounting Program will be an asset

WEED SUPERVISOR
Job Description

The R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth is seeking a motivated individual for the full-time seasonal position of Weed Supervisor.

Under the direction of the Chief Administrative Officer and Council, the Weed Supervisor is responsible for the Enforcement of the Noxious Weed Act and
other weed control activities in areas under the Municipality’s jurisdiction.

Duties and Responsibilities
 Monitor, mow, and perform herbicide application on properties and roadsides in the Municipality.
 Operate weed control equipment and vehicle with sprayer.
e Keep daily records of all activities performed and prepare weekly and annual reports to the municipality and Province.
 Develop and maintain positive internal and external communication. Takes appropriate action to address issues pertaining to weed and pest control
issues. Must have the ability to deal with public concerns and inquiries.

Skills and Qualifications

o Must be eligible for and capable of obtaining Provincial applicators license (Rural Municipal) and permits pertaining to the use of pesticides and
herbicides under the Manitoba Pesticide and Fertilizers Control Act (license), the Manitoba Environment Act (pesticide use permit) and Canada Pest
Control Products Act (product label uses)

e \alid Class 5 licence (Class 3 or higher would be considered an asset)

 Familiarity with noxious weeds, their identification, biology, and control as well as the implications of soil and other conditions in the area is considered
an asset

 Knowledge and application of various pest control methodologies

e A familiarity and good working knowledge of related statutes and regulation

 Computer proficiency (MS Office)

o Ability to learn department specific software including ESRI, Field Maps, Mobile App

o A degree or diploma in Agriculture is considered an asset

© Proven analytical problem solving and conflict management skills

 Will work mostly unsupervised, must have excellent time management, and organizational skills

o Ability to work successfully with the Transportation Superintendent and co-workers

A complete job description is available upon request. The successful candidate can expect a salary reflective of their experience and qualifications.
Interested candidates should submit a resume with threg references by:

E-mail: info@wallace-woodworth.com
Mail/Drop-off: R.M. of Wallace-Woodworth Municipal Office
154023 PR 257 Box 2200 (Corner of 83 Hwy & PR 257) Virden, Manitoba ROM 2C0
Resumes will be reviewed as they are received.

This posting will remain open until a suitable candidate is located.
Only those selected for an interview will be contacted

www.mcha.com

www.wallace-woodworth.com | 204-748-1239 | info@wallace-woodworth.com
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Help Wanted Help Wanted

McNEILL HARASYMCHUK

McCONNELL
Attorneys at Law

Employment Opportunity
Administrative Assistant/Legal Secretary

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

The Municipality of Two Borders
would like to invite applications for:

1 Seasonal Full Time Mower Operator

Our law firm has an opening for a full-time position for an Administrative Assistant/Legal Secretary. The
duties of this position include:

Preparation of legal documents including, reports, invoices, affidavits, land titles and court applications
Organize and maintain client files

Take messages from clients and schedule appointments

Perform data entry for client database and accounting system

Respond to phone enquiries, messages and emails

Maintain records and confidential files electronically and manually

Review documents for completeness and accuracy

Make photocopies of correspondence, documents, and other printed matter

Organize envelopes, postage and mail for clients

Perform other related office duties as assigned

Qualifications: Ability to operate a tractor and a commercial ditch mower, perform
minor repairs to equipment, operate two-way radios and other communication
equipment. Ability to conduct pre-operational checks on equipment, clean and

lubricate equipment. Ability to take direction from the Foreman and to work alone.

Pre-requisite: Valid driver’s licence.

Hourly wage: Wage Negotiable, approximately 50 hours per week.

e © o o o o o o o o

Anticipated start date is approximately June 2, 2025.

The successful applicant will have experience with Microsoft Office programs, excellent communication
skills, a strong work ethic, be detail oriented and efficient at multi-tasking. The ability to maintain client
confidentiality is essential.

Applications will be accepted until March 21, 2025, or until suitable
candidates are found. We appreciate your interest in this position, however, only
those applicants chosen for an interview will be contacted.

Our firm is a busy general law practice serving our client base in southwest Manitoba. We invite interested

. . . . L. . applicants to submit a resume by mail or email to our office in confidence by Friday, March 21, 2025 to:
To obtain more information and a complete job description contact the CAO Grace

Carr at 204-522-3263 or inquire by email at
info@twoborders.ca or cao@twoborders.ca.

McNeill Harasymchuk McConnell
Box 520
Virden, MB ROM 2C0
Attention: Anique Timmerman
or by Email to: anigue@mhmlaw.ca

While we thank each applicant for their interest, only selected candidates will be contacted for an interview.
Full Time For Sale Auctions
Green Team — Summer Student Positions Music Teacher Wanted
;‘hf:i Muli)lcq-)z_\llty of 'I(‘lwo tll?ogiers wrlE)uld 1P1ke to invite applications for Summer Boundary Lane Colony School is seeking WANTED Online N!cSherry
Student Lositions, under the Green feam trogram. a full time music teacher applicant ggILI\Il.ECTION Auctions
Position Description: to teach music at school for grades 1 & OLD JEWELRY!
- Planting and watering of flowers & trees, tilling, weeding, mowing grass. through 12 near Elkhorn MB. : Estate & Movin
g g g g g8 Y
. i inti i ici ilitd . - . CASH for Unwanted ;
Ilc/lal?dscaplng, p;unung,. mflmter.lance of Municipal facﬂm(els. ber L ¢ Looking for singing teaching but Jewelry, Accumulations March 5th @ 7:00PM
. @tenmce o n.lotonze equipment power mowers and other landscape instrumental talents also very & Colloctions of Coins,
maintenance equipment. welcome. Numismatics, Royal Estate & Moving
Pre-requisites: e Preferably 2 different sessions for the Canadian Mint Coins, March 12th @ 7:00PM
- Valid Class 5 driver’s licence is preferred different age groups of students. c ::f':{'&“:';gt’&:s
. L L . - Flexible times available. , : ;
This position is eligible to Youth aged 15 to 29 years, who reside in Manitoba and are ; ; Old Rolls, Bags & Boxes McSherryAuction.com
legally entitled o work in Canada. e Would preferably like someone with a of Coins, Silver Coins, 204-467-1858
gally entit > : Christian faith background willing to Gold Coins, OId paper
This position will commence on or before, May 12, 2025. teach in a Hutterite context setting $$$, Bullion, Jewelry, or 204-886-7027
The deadline for applications will remain open until suitable candidates are found. Nuggets, Sterling Silver mesherryltd@gmail.com
&ALL Silver & Gold
_ e . . Contact Jason @ 204-851-3965 for any items!
To apply, please submit your resume and indicate your available starting date: inquiries :
Mail to: PO Box 429, Melita, Manitoba, ROM 11.0 ) Todd
Ermailed to: info@twoborders.ca 204-904-9705 School
Only those apphf.raln’ts lc;llf)selg f‘(n: mfc?rwe?vs will be contacted. Service Responsive Career
nank you for your mnterest. Pathways Project
Are you mid-career and
. loyed in Winnipeg?
! : e : Will Do HIP/KNEE employed in Wir
Manitoba Community Newspaper Association Province Custom Replacement? Do you want to increase
Wide Classifieds Bl Ot i BATTERIESFOR | | Pyione s
i ther medic: !
1
SnOW _Blowmg conditions causing EVERYTHING! Take part in this
NOTICES ing Conditions on our website ~ NEED CLASS 1 DRIVERS?  www.mcna.com Of Driveways TROUBLE WALKING 50'0:"3 E#JEER'ES research to:
Advertisements and state-  atwwwmena.com. SEASONAL HIRING? SELL-  FINANCIAL SERVICES or DRESSING? LT * Get career planning
ments contained herein are  URGENTPRESSRELEASES ~ ING SOMETHING? Jump  Privatemortgagelender Alireal 204-748-5144 The Disability Tax *AUtO Farm T:UCk su?portln person and
the sole responsibility of the - Have a newsworthy item  on our great prices and  estate types considered. No 3 B Credit allows for . CO”Str“Ct'*O” ATV ) ggc';iean honorarium
personsorentiiesthatpostthe  to announce? An excing  start getting responses! creditchecks done. Deal direct $2,500 yearly l\/lot(r)]rcycleblGoE Carlts
advertisement, and the Mani- ~ changeinoperations? Though ~ Book your blanket classified  with lender and get quick ap- tax credit and *Rcec argea *e,\jl ?OIS Tuesd ApMpIy :‘;5 2025
toba Community Newspaper ~ we cannot guarantee pub-  ads, seen in the 31 Member  proval. Tollfree 1-866-405-1228  road. 1,572 sq.ft. home includ- $20,000 Lump sum * Aﬁ) mr? UterS*Che - hrte:d/n:i);rc ;ch,, weel;l om/
Association and membership  lication, MCNA will get the  Newspapers which are seen ~ www.firstandsecondmort-  ing appliances, wheelchair refund. *M;i:nfgv & ranrgrers S:arting pAprii 8 2‘825
do not make any warranty as  informationintotherighthands ~ in over 368,000+ homes in  gages.ca accessible, 1-level, attached ) Shiopin jDeIiver :v:il Funded b '_
totheaccuracy,completeness,  for ONLY $35.00 + GSTMHST.  Manitoba. Please Call THIS ~ PROPERTY FOR SALE |  garage. Also, additional ad- | PPl NOW; quickest pping VO | Govermmaree O
truthfunessorreliabiyofsuch  Call MCNA (204) 947-1691  NEWSPAPERNOWtobook,  LAND FOR SALE [ REAL  joining subdvided 5-acre lot. | refund Nationwide! THE BATTERY MAN Future Skills Centre, |
advertisements. For greater  for more information. See  orcal MCNAat(204)947-1691  ESTATE Immediate possession, private | Expert Help: 1390 S_t' nges St and MITT
information on advertising  www.mcna.com under the  formoredetailsortobookads. ~ Nice 20-acre retirement or  sale.$750,000.00. Call1-204- | 204-453-5372 Winnipeg et
conditions, please consult the  “Types of Advertising” tab for ~ MCNA - Manitoba Commun-  subdividing opportunity4miles ~ 723-0083 for appointment to TF 1-877-775-8271 L
Association’s BlanketAdvertis-  more details. ityNewspapersAssociation. ~ west of Brandon on paved  view, anytime. www.batteryman.ca MITT




22 VirpeN EmPIRE ADVANCE FEBRUARY 28, 2025

MLA Wayne
Ewasko to
represent MB
in Laboratories
of Democracy
Initiative

Submitted
MANITOBA GOVERNMENT

WINNIPEG — MLA Wayne Ewasko, Leader of
the Official Opposition, will represent Manitoba
atthisyear’s Laboratories of Democracy Initiative,
an international forum where legislators from
Canada, the United States, and Germany work
together to find solutions to common challenges
facing democratic societies.

The 2025 forum will be held in Dresden, Ger-
many, from February 25 to March 1. Legislators
will look at ways to bridge political divides, bring
people together, and build stronger communities.
The group will develop practical, non-partisan
recommendations, which will be shared later this
summer.

“This initiative is a great opportunity to bring
fresh ideas back to Manitoba while sharing our
province’s successes and challenges on the world
stage,” said Ewasko. “By working with leaders of
all political stripes across Canada, the U.S., and
Germany, we can find common ground and solu-
tions that will strengthen democracy and make
life better for Manitobans.”

Manitoba’s Progressive Conservatives believe
in a free and democratic society, Ewasko said.
Taking part in this year’s forum also ensures the
province has a voice in promoting and supporting
democracy around the world, he added.

“Good leadership means looking beyond our
bordersfor the bestideas and bringing them home,”
Ewasko said. “Thisinitiative isaboutlearning from
each other and making sure Manitoba remains a
leader in building strong, united communities.”

Advertise

..with us!

PRINT & DIGITAL
ADVERTISING OPTIONS
1204) 748-393

sales@empireadvance.ca

305 Nelson Street West, Virden
]

Virden Legion Ladies Auxiliary Report

The Virden Legion Ladies
Auxiliary met on February 5, 2025.
President Tracy Pappel welcomed
everyone and declared the meeting open for the transaction of
business. FinancialReport, Correspondenceand Committee Re-

Submitted
MARJ MACDONALD

portswere all dealtwith. Donations made to Virden Music & Arts
Festival,also toacouple of families to helpwith medical expenses.
The District #2 annual meeting will be held March 1st,2025 in
Oak Lake Legion Hall. Just a reminder that memberships are
due. Nextauxiliary meeting will be March 5, 2025 at 1:30pm.

Tundra Oil & Gas Place: 204-748-2736

Facility Bookings: 204-748-2440

Emergency After Hours: 204-851-5540

Summer Employment
Opportunities

% Lifeguard Instructor

* Assistant Lifeguard

* Assistant Head Lifeguard
* Green Team

* Program Events Leader & Assistants

Spring Thaw Reminder

As spring approaches, please use extreme
caution around creeks, culverts and drainage
ditches within the Town of Virden and
surrounding areas.

For everyone's safety, please keep children,
pets, and yourselves out of danger, and off of
thin ice.

Tax Prepayment
Discounts

The Town of Virden offers tax prepayment dis-
counts as outlined below to taxpayers wishing to
pay an installment or installments on their 2025
property taxes.

Those wishing to prepay may pay an amount or a
series of amounts that in total does not exceed
the amount of their 2024 property taxes.

The discount rate is equivalent to an effective
annual interest rate of 3%.

Month of Payment  Discount Rate  Savings on $1000.00
February 2.00% $ 20.00
March 1.75% $ 17.50
April 1.50% $ 15.00
May 1.25% $ 12.50
June 1.00% $ 10.00
July 0.75% $ 7.50

Tax prepayments made in the months of August,
September or October will be accepted at par.

Tax prepayments can be made by mailing a
cheque with the tax roll number written on the
reverse to the Town of Virden, Box 310, Virden,
MB, ROM 2CO0, e-transfer to clerk@virden.ca, via
online banking, or by attending the Town Office
in person during normal business hours.

For more information, please call 204-748-2440.

X info@virden.ca <&

VIRDEN

CENTRE OF IT ALL

Town Office: 204-748-2440

Waste Disposal Grounds: 204-748-6033

Animal Control: 204-851-1810

Employment Opportunity

Municipal Clerk/RCMP
Detachment

The Town of Virden is accepting applications for a full-
time, permanent position for a Municipal Clerk at the
Westman RCMP Detachment, Virden. The successful
applicant will report to the Staff Sergeant. The
applicant will be required to perform all clerical duties
as well as learn all aspects of the computer systems
utilized by policing.

The successful applicant must possess:

- a grade twelve diploma (relevant post-secondary
education is an asset);

+ strong communication skills and the ability to deal
with other government organizations and the public
in a positive, friendly and open manner, often in
stressful situations;

- the ability to work co-operatively and independently
in a small office setting, while dealing with
distractions and interruptions;

+ the ability to perform varied and multiple tasks
within deadlines;

+ knowledge of various computer software systems;

+ the ability to respect and promote confidentiality

The successful applicant must be able to be security
cleared.

Detailed job descriptions are available at the Virden
Town Office or the Westman RCMP Detachment.

Detailed resumes marked “Municipal Clerk/RCMP” will
be accepted by:

Faye Pope, Office Manager - Town of Virden
236 Wellington Street West, Box 310
Virden, Manitoba, ROM 2C0O
Ph: (204)748-2440 Fax: (204)748-2501
Email: office.manager@virden.ca

The hiring panel will accept and review applications as
received, and interview as early as February 24,2025,
with applications continuing to be accepted until the
right candidate is found.

The Town of Virden thanks all those who apply, but
only those who are selected for an interview will be
contacted.

Upcoming Council Meetings:
March 11 & 25

Please Note:
Town of Virden Council meetings begin at 7:00 PM

www.virden.ca € Town of Virden @virdentown X @virdentown
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Empire-Advance tribute to past newspaper owners

By Anne Davison
EMPIRE-ADVANCE

The Empire-Advance
has served Virden and
areafor fourteen decades
and will, this spring,
commemorate the 140th
anniversary of this pub-
lication. The enduring
nature of this publication
has been made possible
by those who stepped up
to own and operate the
weeklynewspaperin both
good times and tough
times. For their part in
the Empire-Advance’s
legacy we pay tribute
to the late Marlain and
Grant Shoemaker. Grant
passed away on Jan. 17,
2025, predeceased by wife
Marlain nearly two years
earlier, on April 12,2023.

The Shoemakers were
Virden residents and
their purchase followed
joint ownership by Greg
Nesbitt (Nesbitt Publish-
ing Ltd. of Shoal Lake)
and Gary Struth (Struth
Publishing Ltd. of Kil-
larney).

Front page of the Jan. 6
issue of the 2001 Empire-
Advance records: “Grant
and Marlain Shoemaker
became sole proprietors
of the newspaper as of
January 2. The Empire-
Advance had been owned
by a three-person part-
nership since Novem-
ber 1999, with Marlain
Shoemaker as publisher.
Grant Shoemaker said
he and his wife bought
the paper because they
wanted it to be locally
owned and operated. He
said they want the paper
to be a community organ
that reflects events and
issues of importance to

Proud to support the Miniota Community Centre

the residents of Virden
and area.”

Dianne Hanson, a
current member of the
Empire-Advance team,
was hired by the Shoe-
makers to work in sales
at the Empire-Advance.
“Having never worked in
the newspaper business,
they were very quick to
teach me all about it.
Dealing with deadlines
can be very stressful, but
the Shoemakers always
found away tomake going
toworkafun experience,”
said Hanson. She poured
herselfinto the work and
had great success.

Eva Waines, alongtime
friend of the Shoemakers,
was their advertisement
designer for many years.

Empire-Advance sports
reporter Robin Wark
began to write for the
paper during the Shoe-
makers’ tenure, in 2005.
Wark recalls those years
and says, “I always found
Grant and Marlain to
be supportive person-
allyand professionally. As
they came to newspapers
from differentbusinesses,
they brought a different
perspective that I found
helpful as a reporter and
also just as a young per-
son growing up. Their
network certainly helped
keep me informed on
developing news events.
As well, they were fun to
be around.”

Another front-page
story in the Feb. 2nd
issue of 2008 announced
the newspaper’s next
chapter, a sale to a cor-
porate owner, Glacier
Ventures International
with Boundary Publish-
ers Ltd. (Estevan, Sask.).

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Marlain and Grant Shoemaker.

Gail Longmuir became
managing editor.

Glacier, and what be-
came known as the Prai-
rie Newspaper Group,
continued as owners/
publishers from 2008,
for 16 years, until Ken
and Christine Waddell
purchased the newspaper
in June of 2024.

The Empire-Advance
tips its hat in memory of
Grant and Marlain Shoe-
maker for their years at
the helm.

Dillin Stonehouse, Luke Lelond, Trevor Armitage, Jason Lewis (Tundra- Senior Surface Land Representative), Jeff Poppel,
Ashleigh Poppel, Frank Stonehouse, Brooks Lelond, Kade Lelond, Cole Armitage, Evan Armitage, Mason Poppel, Emmett

Poppel, Noah Poppel, Rhett Lelond, Logan McKean, Traci McKean, & Brae McKean

« QilChanges
* Mechanical

* Brakes
e Auto

Total Tire
Sales & Solutions

Repairs

Accessories

Tires for
Cars, Lite
Trucks and
Farm

Integra Tire
Auto Centre

337 King St E | Virden MB | ROM 2C0
204-748-2894 | integratire.com/centre/virden/
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THURS DAY/
EEBRURRY;

20

MGN DAY
e

MARCH
2025

9 PIEGE DINING SET

5 PIECE DINING SET UPHOLSTERED CHAIRS

4 UPHOLSTERED CHAIRS, DINING TABLE
WITH BUTTERFLY LEAF

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!
COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

NS NOW WAS
CPACRRR $1,699.99 $799.99

RECLINING SOFA
MANUAL, FABRIC COVER
(STOCK ONLY)

MATCHING LOVE SEAT
MANUAL, FABRIC COVER
(STOCK ONLY)

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!
COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

WAS WAS
$1,699.99 $1,599.99

PALLISER STATIONARY FABRIC SOFA
STOCK ONLY

MATCHING LOVE SEAT

STOCK ONLY
PURCHASE

THE SOFA &
LOVE SEAT
AS A SET
AND
SAVE EVEN
MORE!
Only
$2,299.99
for Both!

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!
id3dd 404

SHNOA 389 A1NO0D

COULD BE YOURS

WAS NOW WAS
AR $1,399.99 $2,249.99

TWIN OVER DOUBLE
METAL BUNK BED

WAS
$999.99

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

TWIN OVER TWIN
METAL BUNK BED

WAS
$899.99

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

NOW

NOW
$649.99

$599.99

U DAY

SAUE

NOW
$588.00

For one day everyone will get their
FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES,
AND MATTRESS SETS

RREE!

excluding appliances & electronics

o o o ou)
OFFICE COMPUTER DESK

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!
COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

WAS NOW WAS NOW
srAPZEREERS $1,599.99 $599.99 $449.99

SOFA SLEEPER WITH STORAGE
FABRIC COVER

ENTERTAINMENT STAND
WITH STORAGE

COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!
COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

WS WAS NOW
$1,549.99 $549.99 $419.99

FABRIC RECLINER
MANUAL
(STOCK ONLY)

FABRIC SWIVEL GLIDER/RECLINER
MANUAL
(STOCK ONLY)

FOR FREE!
COULD BE YOURS
FOR FREE!

5106590 RN NEL $768.00
Due to the nature of this sale, we feel a brief explanation is essential. At closing
on Monday, March 3, 2025 we will tally the 10 days of sales on all furniture,
accessories and mattresses, excluding appliances and electronics, and divide
by 10 to get the average daily sales. The day which is the closest to this daily
average, without going over it, will be the day for which all purchasers will
receive their purchase amount back, taxes excluded. In the case of credit
card purchases, we will issue a credit immediately. We are tremendously
overstocked right now. We must reduce our inventory. To ensure we do, we

will even give it away for one day!

10 DAY SALE QuALIFYING PURCHASES: FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, AND MATTRESSES - in STOCK ITEMS ONLY APPLY

SALES RULES
1. All sales must be paid in full or approved financing.
2. Credit cards accepted.

be notified and receive their full refund excluding taxes
5. Commercial sales, appliances and electronics excluded in tallies and free day.
6. All taxes excluded in tallies and refunds.

3. Sale starts Thursday, February 20th and ends Monday, March 3rd, 2025.
4. Al qualifying purchasers of furniture, accessories, and mattresses, on free day will

7. No returns or substitutions for these 10 sale days.
8. All sales are final for these 10 sale days.

346 King Street Virden, MB 204-748-3331 www.kullbergs.ca Find us on Facehook!

FREE
DELIVERY

LAYAWAY
OPTIONS

ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE

FINANCING AVAILABLE BY TEXTING
KULLBERGS TO 75837
FROM YOUR SMART PHONE

within 200km Ask our Sales
from Brandon, MB  Associates about
(Manitoba only). Delivery Options!
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